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Right Honourable, Thomas 

Grey | of Enfield, Eſq; 

- Grace and Peace in this 


Life , and, a Crown of 
Glory in thatto come. 


Right Worſhipfull, 
T was not only the love which you bear 
to Antiquity, and yonr real friendſhip 
'to thoſe Anthentick, aud Orthodox 
| "> Drvmes, who plead for the pure Pri- 
mitrve'and Apoſtolique Church, and us. de- 
cent. Cuſtoms, &c, but your lojalty to King 
|ICHAR LS, and jour real deſire of Mo- 
Irarchy (which none bat Citiflones, and the 
| bellows of inſurre8:on deſpiſe ) that hath em- 
boldned and animated 1s, ſo far to intrench 
[aud p eſume upon your Worſhip's gracious aſ- 
ſpe£t and favour, as to dedicate and preſent 
theſe exſming-Lrzes to your learned and 1a- 
inew ; which if they were worthy of you, 


"2 RT 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
rhey would challenge you'as theright Owner, 
| But we humbly confeſſe, that they deſerve 
of the leaſt of jour countenance. 1, Jn-re- 
{þeb+ of our own unabilities, 2. In ve5feft 
of thoſe mantfold Grates, andthat depth of 
Learnng wherewith the Lord bath filled you: 


by the vertue of ghngh, 10u in a Tongue far 
Ape Ws of avs; ah 


Er guttnt < ors and 1-4 
1aſarilivne ſifted. qonfate the; erxabores 
Penh { Opens Connbatamy,& 
go ſayers; whiftever,” We" Knbw, that 
LE ai doen the, Sh hand 
becometh hear the Stations 
ſhall be ſure to nieet with many a carping 
Momm, and ſhall hear the bitter ( alun- 
mes and Obtrettations of malignant Loilus. 
Hhnd. we know as well that theT ongwes of ſuch 
ave us flander : *Preſtatque ab eis ( accor- 
ding to Seneca ) vituperari, quam lay- 
_—_ | | 
Sir, your love to learmug in general, and 
your ſpecial reffiett to the good old Way (for 
ou delight not in Janovations which (a3 King 


CHARLES hath witlyobſerved ) are | 


ed in nuder the pretence of Reformation ) 
hath been a fmgular ſpurr and motive to this 
bold attempt, knowing your Worſhip richly 


accompliſh'd (wuh that which the Poets of old | 


were wont to term, uxns taTevvs Te Wau. 
| TS uaTa) 
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April z. 1660, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
eta) good learmng, Nihil habet natura 
tua melius quam ut velis, vel fortuna tua, - 
majus,quam ut poſſis,lirerarum 8 * muſa- = 14ot- 
rum alumnis patrocinari. Claruir hzc vir- 34, 7%: 
rus patre in tuo, vitro plane divino ; tu ex Zexg]a 
eadem ftirpe ramus, eundem (proculdu- er.3gamos- 
bio) fruftum polliceris : macte 1gitur vir- ®* 
cute eſto, & in hac Regia via (Djis & bo- 
nis avibus faventibus) proficiſceris ; do- 
nec Antiquos Heroas ſuperas, vel ad mi- 
nimum #quas, , - 
Sir, We know ou delight not in prolixity, 


| therefore "tus our part to oe brevity; yet if 


we (ſhould make no report of your Vertues,then 
thoſe that kzzow you would judge us ungrate- 
ful, the worſt of men: and if we ſhould make 
a ducreport of your Vertues, then thoſe that 
kaow you not, would judge us flatterers, the 
worſt of friends : T herefure we only ſay this, 
(which all that kyow you affirm ) that for ge- 
neral enmmency m_ all: endowments of Grace, 
the World can_ number. but few ſuch. We 
humbly crave. your patronage” of this, for 


whatſoever it 14, it 1s your Worſhip's, and ſo 


are the Authors ; who wiſh you much felicty 


mm this World, aud a ſempiternal Crown of 


Glor y, 1a that to come. 
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To THE 


1 Y Paiibful Sub, its of King CHARLES 


708: Second. 


[of he Se 


READER, _ TET706 


HEC burch of England (a 'Chu:ch 


- fottnetly inferior to none (though 


now dilacerated by rebellious Novelifls) 
bur rather the moſt excetlent in all the 


' Chriſtian World, both for piety, decen- 


cy, and order of perfect Diſcipline) hath - 


been long crucihed berwixt twoTheeves; 


Lihall nor at this preſent meddle with the - 
former, but the latter comes fo pat in my 
way; that1 know not how well to avoid 


bur. 
The latcer Thief is (for ſol may well 
recm him) Daminus Tehanes Presbytert- 


air 5 the rigidly Scorized , factious , 


monſtrous, and'new-moulded Presbyrer, 
yhoharh violated our true Church-Go- 
ve:nwent, and dragged the reverend Bi- 
ſho :s and their conformable C lergy (as 
the farrefl Dzers) to the Shambles ; and 

| yer 


' Jareno more but the Proxies or Atturnies 


To the Reader. 


yer chey (I rean the rigid Pregbyterians) 
being lean, like rhe. raskcally herd of 
Schiſm, 8c, as yer enyzoy the benefit of a 
Toleration, 

Contteoins Reader, This ſort of through- 
paced Schiſmaticks, have-nort onely over- 
turned the Primitive Church ; but like 
| a rebellious Crew have ryrannized over 
the whole Kingdom, and have deſtroyed 
Monarchy, which was infticured by God. 
himſelf, KNOX, BUCH AN AN, 
| [and thereſt of the Pillars of che Puritan 
[Anarchy .aſfirm, tha Kihgs or Princes 


; [ofthe People ; and their Succefſor,Crom- 
\- [wellizes Baxter, who hath licked up the 
; [Excrement of the Cromwel's, affirms, — , , p - 
 _[[.*Fhar choſe who plead Inheritance muſt ,.p, 5.176 
© [fetch the Original from conſent]. For the ;o King 
| ]confuration of ſuch rebellious Doctrine, Charles , 
' [ſee my [Diſcoutſe ſagainlt him, bur here who is his 
rue aud 
ponder upon theſe enſuing Tenets. / ava ll So- 
I. That Kings are more then the ,gyaioy, 
[Proxies or Atturnies of the Feopde; 
2. Thar the conſent, of the People 
makes nor a King. 
3. That God ſent a King. 
4. Thar the King is God's anointed. 
| 5: Thara wicked King is God's an- 
,nointed 


nointed; Saul a King as well as David, 


' 6. We ought nor to. touch God's an- | 


 noinred, or'to murder awicked King: 
And lerthe' rigid Presbyterians confure 
theſe Teners if they are able 3 ifrhey can- 
| nor, ler them beg pardon for what they 
have done, ' - 
Reader, Follow not ſenſleſs Novelties, 
. bur primitive Verities ; ir is more ſafe to 
be a member of the uniform Church,then 
£0 pin ones. Faith upon the [leeve of ten 
thouſand illiterare Upſtarts * berxer ro 
adhere to the Judgments and Counſels 
of the ancient Fathers,then to follow new 
Models and Opinions which have been 
lately buoyed up.by the pertidious Scots ; 
Trample rebellion ander thy feer, and cry 
' aloud with me,God ſave the KING. 


_T. Fordan. 
Stowerbridge, 
April 2. 
1660, 
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SIPEPLEDELLL. 
On Ghriſtmas Day. 


Ehold a filly tender Bae, 
| In freezmg Winter mght , 
1n homely Manger trembling lyes ; 
Alas ! a piteors fight ; 
T he Ims are full, no man will yield 
This little Pilgrim, Bed . 


W | But forc't he 33 with (ly Beaſts 
pie! i / crib to ſhrowd Ar : 
'5 | Deffiſe hims not for lying there, 
Jl Firſt what he is enquire - 
eAn orient pearl 1s often found 
Tu depth of dirty mare, 


Wegh not his crib, his woodden diſh, 
Nor beafts that by his feed: 

Weigh not his Mother's poor attire, 
Nor Joſeph's ſimple weed. 


| Thes Stable ts a Prince's Court, 


2 


The ( rib his Chair of State : 
The Beaſts are parcel of his pomp, 

The woodden Diſh by Plate. 
The perſons in that poor atrire, 

His royal Lrueties wear 3 


The Prince himſelf is come from Heaven, 
This pomsp 1s prized there. 

m#:th joy approach, O (hriftian might, 
Do homage to thy King ; | 

Ld highly praife his humble pomp, 
thiich he from Heaven doth bring, 


Halelu-jah. 


——O —— . "ER el 
__— - 


On the ſame. 


A® T im bnary Winter s mght 
'i Stood ſhivering m the Swow, 
Serpriz'd I was with ſudden heat, 
Which made my heart to glow ; 
Ard tifitng up a fearful Eye 
To wew what Fire was rear : 
A pretty Babe all burming bright , 
Did 12 the Amr appear , 
# Eo, ſcorched _ exceſſive heat, 
Szcn fionds of tears did ſhed, 


m0 
1 oY 


As though his fliads ſhould» quench his 
. Wl-ch with hi; tears were bred, . ( flames, 
Alas! (quoih Fe) but vewly born, 
du fey heats] fry; 

Ter 


Yet none approach to warm ther hearts 
_ Or feel my fire but [: / 
My faultleſs breaſt the furnace is, 
T he fuel wounding thornes : 
| Loves the fire, and ſighs the ſmoaky 

T he aſhes (hames and ſcorns, © 
T he fuel juſtice layeth on, 
* And mercy blows the coles, Cc 
The metal m this furnace wrought, 
eAre mens defiled Souls, 
For which, as pow on fire ] am, 
To work. thens to their good : 
So will 1 melt into a Bath, 
To'waſh them in my Blood, 
with this he vanſht out of ſight, 
And ſmiftly ſhrunk away 3 . 
And ſtraight 1 called unto nnnd, 
That u was (, hriftmas Day. 


Halelu-jah. 


—_— 
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PEPEPLLDEEEY | 


On the Presbyterians, ) 


Resbyrery, like a young Heir, thinks | ( 


* By father, K. che * Father hath lived long enough; 


the King and, impatienc not tobe in the Biſhop's | 


means Fl> Chair & Aurhority, (though Lay-men go | 


ſoopr. away with the'Revenues) ; all art. is uſed 


to fink Epiſcopacy, and lanch Presbyrery 


Ls 


+ The Pres. 12 England ; which was lately + buoyed 
Gere up in Scotland by the bke ak 


ORE Covenant, © 


I muſt now in charity be thought defi- 
rous to preſerve thar Government 1n 1ts 
right conſtitution, as a matter of Religi- 
on ; wherein both my Judgment 1s fully 
ſatisfied, and ic hath of all other the ful- 


left Scripture-grounds, and alſo the. cone | 
ſtant praRice of all Chriſtiatz Churches,:. 
ritt of Hate years che” tamulwarineſs. of-- 


—_ -x People, or the pride and factiouſneſs of 


Preshyters. Presbyters, &c. gave occaſion to ſome 
F: mens wits to invent. new Mcod-1s, and 
propoſe them under ſpecious ritles of 


ce: of a- 
ere but of a Covenant : King CA ARLS wnhis / 
new boyiſh *Eixay Bank, Meditat, 14. upon the. ' 


O—_ 


| 


Chriſt's Government, Sceptet and King- 
| dom, the better to ſerve rheir turns, to 
\f whom rhe Change was beneficial, Ki 
KCHARLS in his 'Emdy Banann, 
| Meditat, Z7::0ffthe differences bedwix! 
the King flo pH Ex in Ee of 
Church Government, . __-. - 
Reader, The whole iteam 'of Church+ 
JHiſtories runs {0 far for Epiſcopacy, that 
he leaſt rivuler is not lefr for Preshyrery; 


yer they, I mean Presbyrers (who, if 
{hey ace not Trayrors 5 yer they are in- _ 
rdinate and fierce: ){if they could help co 
ir) would, allow no Government but” beatiog, 


eirs ; but King Charls the firſt, was re- x,, 
Wolved never to have Epiſcopacy extirpa- 

d : and(if I miſtake nor) hath prayed 
that none of his ſhould yield rofuch'do- 
ings ; therefore I doubt nor bur we ſhall 

ſee the Church flouriſh under primitive 
Epiſcopacy.3 and Schiſm, (like unſavory 
alt) to be trodden under feer, | 


APPROBATIO. 


SEESEEDADR 
APPROBATIO. 


| Was bunc 'cui_ titulys ( A. Box of 
pikenard) diligenter tl 1 quo. nthil 
Ortholoxe & C briſiine diſſamm de- 
prebend; ; mmo mitbods fail, compeudioſa, 
& ad drccndum accomadata, eritas ſtabili- 
tar, Fs al (11  fallor Ye hereſes ſobde ac] 
erudite reſelluntur : ide dignum Judico, que 
in COMMINEen atilitaten pdennns BE 


J. W.D. D. 


Apa IQ, 
1660, 
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Indifferent and Im- 
_ partial Reader. 


Chall aſeno further Preface or In- 
1r dduition to thu infſuing Treatiſe, 
but onely to acquaint thee, that this 
 Tatk was at firſt undertaken by me , 
#ot onely for the ſatisfattion of ſome pri- 
vate intimate Friends and honeſt-minded 
Proteſtants, who did much ſollicite and 
intreat me herennto , but alſo for the 
confutation of all ſuch peeviſh and perverſe 
oppoſers of the Truth, And to ſtop the 
mouthes (if it were poſſible ) of ſuch Ma- 
lignaut Antilegons, Antagoniſts and 

” & 1» Gain- 


Rom. 14. 


To the Impartial Reader, 


Gain-ſajers ; who do much grieve and 
offend their weak, Brethren, by putting 4 
ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to fall i 
their way ; even touching things indiffe- 
reut and matters of little or no 07 Ky 
at all, Snchmen as theſe you know are 
cenſured aud perſtringed by St, Paul, And 
1 know,alſe that by the Law of Moſes they 
are eandemned, Levit.19.14, Thou ſhalt 
vet curſe the deaf, nor put a flubling-block, 
before the blind , but ſhalt fear thy God ; 
[1 am the Lord, As for ſuch quaint and cu« 
rior, difficult and preciſe Readers as theſe, 
1 gare not how few theſe poor labours of 
mine do meet with: I know they will be 
apt, like Loilus,to 190k upon them, fronte 
corrugante» with a wrinkled or bended 
brow; and, with Momus, net enely to bire 
the lipp at theme, but, cum dente Theo- 
nino,gneſh with their malicious treth,and 
be read) to rent and tear them w pieces, [ 
knew that they will be apt to ſwy,that I am 
become 8 fool in print, and am very fore 
wardto blaze my own folly and foppery ; 
Jea, and to maintain my old Papery and. 
Super iFition ; Yea, perbaps, they will call 
me and accuſe me, as Tertullus did 
Pan!, to be apeſiilont felow, and « mover 
of {edition , and an enemy te the State, 
with 


Tothe Impartial Reader, 


with the like obloquies ard exprobrations : 
But when I meentwith ſuch as theſe [ pre- 
ſeatly put on Pani's reſo/ution, and ſay , 
ICor,3.4.,with me itis a very ſmall thing 
char I ſhonld be judged of chem, or of 
man's Judgment; yea, 7 judge wot mine 
own ſelf, for I know nothing of my [elf : 
(i. e.) whereof to boaſt, ſaving of mine 
' iufirmities, (as he ſpeaks elſewhere): yet 
put the caſe I ſhould know any thirg 12 my 
ſelf that is commendable or praiſe-worthy, 
yet am 1 not hereby juſtified ; but he that 
judgeth me is the Lord: Quod olim alic 
&acucequiiplim, id hic vera voce pro- 
clamo: Satis mihi pauci lecores, ſa:1s 
et unus,ſarrs eſt nullus : 1d tamen peto, 
ut quicurque bec tangens cognolcendi 
amimum adferat , & ſimul ignoſcen31; 
namque vetus & verum proverbium cit, 
Ur facilius eſt carpere q am corrigere,(ic 
* facthius eſt interrovare quam 1eſpon- 
dere, We bave in theſe laſt and writ 
mes , in theſe peritloms and pernicious, 
dangerous and Climatterical days of ours 
a new brood of theſe old Serpents, a freſh 
generation of Vipers lately hatched 2nd 
ſprang ferth amongſt um. as it were a 
ſpawn of thoſe proud and inſolent and ſu+ 
 percilious Scribes and Phariſces that 


3 w.Te 
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To the Impartial Reader. 
© were amongſt the Jews, who vilifie Chriſt, 

and do beth ſcornfully and diſdainfully 
think_ and ſpeak of Him, as they did , 
Aark 6, 3, Is not this the Carpenter, 
the Son of ary, the Brother of James, 
and Joſes,and Juda,and Srmon? and are 
not bis Siſters here with ua >. And they were 
offended at hm, And how traly did that 
o/d good man Simeon Prophefic of Him ; 
ſaying, Behold, this Child is ſer for che 
Fall and Riſing again of many in /ſrazd, 
and for a .Signe that ſhall be ſpoken 
again(t : Neither is it without a Myſter 
which the Angel.told the Shepheards, T his 
fhall be a ſigne unto you ; you ſhall find the 
Infant wrapt in. (madling-Clothes : Upon 
which word , devout Bernard deſcants 
ſweetly thus, In fenum poſitt ſunt panni 
roi (6 bone Jeſn); ſed, in fiepnum 
#y]i-asyoutror, & ſigne that 1s ſpoken 
againſt, # ſigne that is done againſt ;. 
for we cannot abide thy Clants , . nor 
thy Raggs (O Lord Jeſu), nor any 
part of thy Humility + which makes 
the Proud aud Arrogant , and inſolent 
| ſpirits of alate np:ſtart Phantaſtical and 
Pharaiſaicall Generation ; ſo peremptarily 


and perverſly to ſpeak, and audacionſly 
| is 


"To the Impartial Reader, 
ts write, againſt the ſolemn Remembrance 


of thy Narvity, - 
Courreous Reader,te ſhew their frenzy 
and madneſs I have written , and ad- 
ventured to diuulge theſe Papers, and if 
thou doſt rezeive any comfort or- profit by 
theſe poor labours of mine, pive God the 
Glory, and wiſh weft to him, Who wiſh- 
e&h nothing but well to thee 1n.C briſt 


Jeſws, 
TM 


PPPLLEEXOOPES 
AX 


Appendix to the 
Preface. 


TT Here are two things principally 
requir2d ina Minitter,the one that 
hebe ablects extort with whole- 
ſome Doctrine : the other that he hath 
Skill ro Improve them that (ay againſt it, 
Tit, 2.9, Wh-renrio agreeth chat witry 
{ayingof grave St, Auſtiv, that be muſt 
| be veritatis propugnater , & erroris ex- 
prgnator, (i.c.) be mult be a maintainer 
of the Trach, and a withſtandzr of Er- 
rour, Auguſt , ae doftring (briſii, 
| Lib, 4. C, 4, 


Author 


| 


| WHASSS8: BAZKEOR 


Author ad Libellum. 


Vade ſed incultus,— 


—— A_ 


Candidus AnArris Amicus,ad Leao- 
rem candidum et benevolum. 


R5: 01 good Reader but read aright; 


Do not mt —_— , 207 Con y_” things i in 


or 16 4 _—_ to "I et true I ween, 

T bat ſuch a Book as this you have ſeldom 
cen, 

eAll Beoks this Chriſtmas, whereon vain - 
men de look, 

Are wot to be 8or% pared to this little Book, 

You cannot play at a more delightſome 
Game, 

Than to handle, and peruſe, andread the 
ſame, 

*T ts not Pandora's Box, here u noill ; 

Be not afraid, but open't with goodwill. 

'T us 


Tis rather Mary's Box, ſhe brake in love 
Of her dear Savionr, 4s't did truly prove; 
eAn Ointment 'twas, ſo pretious and ſo 

weet, 
It Fj perfume the Houſe where they a 
* weet : : 
Spikenard the ſame was call a, and fo; it 
was, - 
For it did ether Odonrs far ſarpaſe. 
Soif this Spikenard ſhall afford a pleaſing 
ſmell, 
Such Readers ( 1 wis ) ſhak pleaſe us paſ- 
ſug well. 
It us not for hu Burial but his Birth, : 
*Canſe He was born for to redeens- F96 
. Earth, | 
Otherwiſe we had all keen caft'to Hell, 
With the __ and his «Angels there to 
dwell, 
O happy time ! that ever He was born, 
To ſave poor Sinners that were thus for- 
lorn, 

To celebrate the five and twentieth of De- 

cember, 

O let w4 all, with one ed remember, 
eAnd #ot forget His kindneſs towards 

A1an, 
Bat ſet forth's praiſe with all the Adight 


We CAN. 
Did 


III 


4 WS . 6 


Did not the Augels do the ſame, and fing 
A holy Carroll to our Heavenly King? ' 
ſo | Did not - Shepherds & Wiſe men of the 
Ea _ | 
4 | Praiſe Him, & bring preſents of the beſ#; 
. Even Gold, & Fraukincenſe,& Myrrhe? 
it | To come ſo far they did them ſelves beſtir ; 
In ſo ſhort a time (1 mean) ts come ſo far: 
But they were guided by a glorious Star 
s [7s Bethlem 7 ows, and to that very place 
wherein that bleſſed Babe lay.full of grace, 
. [7 hough mean inſhew, andlaid but ina 
| Alanger, | 
Tet they acknowleag'd him, though they 
'e . were ſtrangers ; 
[And down they fell upon their bended knee, 
And aid adore and worſhip him, all three; 
oo their Treaſures, & offering ſuch 
athin 
As did ER 4 Man, 4 God, a King: 
- 1.4 Myſtery! for Myrrbe,& Frankincenſe, 
. OT Gold , 
- {Do ſignify the Office of Chriſt threefold: 
For both Ring, Prieſt, & Prophet's He 
To rule, & pray for, & teach both thee & 


s | me, 


And this, atcording tothe Chriſtian 
Poet Juvencus, 


Autom, Thos, Myrcham, Regiq; Deoq; 
Dona ferunt, , 


q002077x22e2 


_ Liber 


( Hominiq; FÞ- 


os 
: 
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AT TETRT ATTY + 
TH SEE TT, 


Liber ad Leftorew. 


z 


— 


5 Si Natura negat , facit Indignatio Ver- 
ſum, 


ND % it News you look, for? O 
A Sir, T here's none g 
1 do but tell you of a thirg done long agone: 
4 Tet this ns Tn: for ATTY, Þ, aan 
ſtrange 
To hear of ſuch an uncouth, & prodigious 
Changs, © 
5 That Chrifimas ſhould be buried) Ts old 
, England dead? a 
Has) This whimzy comes from a ftrange 
head, © 

tho would have all things new, im Fight 

_ of old, Fe 
ure they mould have & new Chil if they 


conld ; | 


eA Chriſt without a Birth : How ſtrang 


waa? - + | 
Swre they are madd, or elſe they dote, 
WIS : 


New Lords, new Laws : What, wouli 
they bave new Gods ? 
Or do they long to be ſcourg'd with ne 
| Roads, | | 
War was in the Gates, und many a miſer) 
moe, 
#hen 1ſt:el did the living God foregoe, 
To worſhip dead Idols of wood and tone, 
Fhereas they ſhould have wor/hipt God 4- 
loxe, 
© But mark their reaſon, which is not wort 
Pd rf 3 | 
:T bey all. want ſhame , or elſe they won! 
Try bluſh; $A 
Becauſe they know net when Chrilt w 
Neb born, IELE SEES 7 
T berefore,likg Jews,at's Birth = ſcor 
ond ſcoff at us, becauſe that we do dan 


Before the Ark, & ds Chriſt's Name 4 
VAnce : | 

But let them Michol-like diſdain, yet wi 

With holy David, will yet 22ler be, 

The Article of his Birth- day they do _ 

Such Ancichriſtian 7 evets 1 defy : 


Fl 


For bern he was, andof 4 Virgin pare, + 

And did for us the pains of Hell endure, 

{obring u unto happineſs , and perfe& 
bliſs, © | 

Phereinno ſenſe of grief nor ſorrows, 

Then cauſe bave we for to obſerve this 

time, 

And not to account it any fault or crime: 

T his Feaſt of Chriſt hath been highly kepe 
of yore, | 

And never yet eſteemed Popery before. 


Jr is not Superſtition to eat a Pye; 


Sure, be that tells you this, tells you a Lye, 
cAnd doth diſſemble with his glozing 


tongue, | 
Theſe Ronnd head Hypocrites do all the 


wrong : 


All ancient cufFomes be they nere ſo good, 


T hey efteem no more than 7 ales of Rob« 
bin-hood, 


 *Canſe Papiſts keep it, therefore muſt not 


We > 
*( anſe they are good to the poor wee'l hide- 
bounded be. 
Oh no \ Not ſo, my Maſters, whatſut- 
ver betiae, 


Let us follow the Scripture for our onely 
2 Guide 3 


#hich 


#hich tells we" T's better to give thanto 

receive z 
'eAnd he that ſaith not ſo, doth us deceive, 
Reader farewell, Tao acfy 
AP __ which Chriſt's s Birth-day deny, 


To 


Mc 
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FED PEDEDE ESD 
To his 


Loving Friend 


Mr. T. M. 


SP T being my hap, nor long 
fince, to find this Trea- 
tiſe of Yours, even be- 
fore the printing and 
publiſhipg thereof,in a 

| Friend's Houſe ; And 
being, upon Inquiry, informed tou: hing 
rhe Quality of the Aurhour, I wondred 
what man it was, that had ſo much Chrt- 
tian Courage in him, as ro adventure 
to vindicate this Chriſtian Duty of cel$- 
brating the Nativity of our Lord ani 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſs ; contemning the 


clamorous Cenſures, and the vain Ob- 


B  2810ns, 


As Epiſtle to the eAnuthour, 


je&ions, and eArgumenta mnutilata of 


the weak multitude of Pretenders to 
Relioionand Learning. Therefore be- 
ins much affe&ed with your Chriſtian 
valour, in this kind, and deſirous ro 
commend che ſameto poſterity; Iris 
not in my poiver to do it more effe&y- 
ally, than by adding chis Epiftleto your 
Treatiſe, which (1t Iwere eloquent) I 
ſhonld commend in the Superlative de- 
oree, For, although the vallanc ard 
learned Champions, or rather railing 
Antagoniſts, of our times, #vemunt quic- 
quid in buccam vevit , and ſpir our their 
venome again(t it, and firive, taxquam 
pro arts & focis, ro maintain thar it is a 
meer vanity to obſerve the bleſſed cime 
of Chriſt's Birth-day : Yer, if they will 
vive me leavero ſpeak,I ſhall cell them, 
Thar the molt learned Areuments that 
their ſubcle brains can invent or produce, 


are nor ſufficient co prove it a Sin, to ce- ||. 


lebrate this time; and befides, Iwill 
rell them, it isan Hercaleas labour,and 
as hard atask as ro fetch Cerbergy our of 


Hell. Andalthough they give out the | 


worſt words they can rake ont of the 


fink of cheir rotten brains, againlt it; yer [ 


I will tell chem, Ir is eaſter for them to 
drive 


An Epiſtle tothe cAnthenr. 


drive a Spunge into a Milſtone, than to 
diflwade many godly People from the 
due Obſeryatien of it, | 

Reader, Whoever thou art, be per- 
'{waded in thy ſelf, Thar the honouring 
of rhis time 1s juſt, honeft, commenda- 
ble, good, and lawful. And I prove ir 
thus, with 'a threefold Argumenc (and 
you knoiv that a Cord Which is three- 
fold , or thrice double W nox eaſily 
broken) : My Argument is this, 

That which God, and the Church of 
God;and the ancient Fathers have com- 
manded to be kept and -celebrared, 
ought ro be kept and celebrated; and the 
uſe of ir, is 200d, pious; lawful,and com-. 
mendable: | 

But God, and the Church of God, and 
the Fathers, have commanded this day 
to be kept and celebrated, Ergo. &c. 

* | I prove that God hath commanded 
” flic our of Heb, 1, 6, "Oray 5 ada 
iozdryy 739 TegToTOtoy eis Thy. omepln, 
byEt x) TESFhuwNouT WAY AUTS WANTS AY" 
eau O48. Andagain, when he bring- 
th che firſt-begotren into the World, 
e laith z Andlet all the Angelsof God 
SO N7R7317 Incuryate Vos &©i 
as BR omnes 


PERO i Bc 29. Bo H ha. om ac Bebe 


Mn Epiit le te the sAuthour, 


owmnes Divi. Luke Chap, 2, wer, TO.TT, 
Kei &wevwtuTois 0 &yſerG, Mi peCdlde, ] 
i-ov 3 Þ eryſeniGouas ouly Yargy weyunlw, 
iris {ail TavTi Ty Ade. / 
"OT z7&x0n vir outesy owe » 65 52 
Xergos Kber©- © Foart Aakid. eAnd the E 
Angel ſaid umo them,Feay not, &c, 

'{bat che Church ot God, and the Fa-ſp 
thers, commanded it to be celebrated. is 
exaQly prov2d in the Aniwers of ſome x 
of the 14 Arguments, and I need not re- 
cite ther here : And I do believe thi 
there 1s no man in this Nation who ba 
lived forty or fifty years,bur kath om be 
Chriſtmas - day (:riQtly- obſerved and ,n 
kept. * {Ye 

Burt alas! We can cxpett no coodef j.1 
nels, if we cat bur our eyes upon che "Celty 
whereinwe lives: Ir is moſt admirzbly the 
deciphered by the Poer, Ar 


Le auro oft Ultima ferro; n 


jp! 


Protinggarrupit venue pe) OYLS 11 £ UNI 

Omne nefas : :; Fugere Puaor, Ve ernw 4. 

 . Fiuadeſg, 

Is gnorum ſubicre lecum frangeſq,, do 
lg,, 

Infidieg, , & vis, & amor ſteleratus belly, 
bent, 


Bi 
- 


& x in 


An Epiftle to the Antheir, 
At laft the Iron- Age comes bluſtringin, 
Teh” tatter times, and fills che World 
with Sin; 

All Shame,and Trath,and Faithfuinefle 


\ 
a are gone - 
'* I Frandand Deceipr, Lords paramonnt, 
alone, | 


** Dorule: By ſnares and viotence men 
is o2: 

I Etares, and all 1s Fiſh that comes to 
ie Net. 


bf Which how cruly it is verified , every 
"i body may ſee, if nor as blind as Moles; 
vdF and may feel, if not ſenſlefle, I ſhall 

now {peak a word or two to fome which 
&[ratle at, and preach down,thejSolemnt- 
SCFIry of chis Time : 8&defire them ro ſpend 
yfthe rime which they ſpend in burying 

Antiquity and lawful Cuſtoms, in the 
— FTravſtuing of many things which are 
"?Fnor as yer eranſlared , and not ro mono- 
-, Ipoliz2 Knowledge, I will name ſome 
4phces which are nor as yer tranſlared, 
viz, Pſal. 56, To the Chief Mufi- 
"rian upon DP DIR MV.2P 
Why conld not chey bave cranſhaced tr 

Super Columbam mutans remetis , The 
«(amb Doveinafar Country. And 1 


An Epiltle tothe W; uthour. 


am perſwaded, that they durſt nor tran- | | 
late one Word, whenthey looked on 
their own Coats, Zeph, 1.4, 1will cut 
off the names of the CHEMARIMS with | 
the Prieſts , meeting with the Word, 
now and rhen, in Hoſes, they tranſlited 
it Priefts; bur here it being joyned 
with theword PRIEST, my Blades 
Plaid the honeſt (I ſhould have laid, the 
ſelfiſh) men, and never tranſlated ir ar 
all :- 7 remelius and Junins ce lta very 
honeſt and true Verſion, Women Atrato- 
ram cum Sacerdetibus, The Names of 
Black-Coars with the Prieſts, I com- 
mend this Scripture to the ſerious con-| 
ſiderations of our Rigid Presbyterians: 
and when they look upon it , ler them}: 
do as the Peacock doth, when he looks 
on his leogs, 

I defire the Reader of this Book, not 
rogive credit ro every one that ſpeaks 
againſt Antiquity , nor to carp at that 
which they cannot mend: for I dare ſay, 
and will affirm, that the Authour hereof 
bath written herein, nothinz bur what is 
true , nothing contrary co the Will of 
God; to whoſe ProteRionT leave him. 

The Almighty bleſs him,& proſper his| . 
Rudies : For ſnch 1s the defire and hopes 
: | of 


An Epiſtle to the e Anthonr, 


| ofhim,, whocraves leavero ſubſcribe 
' | himſelf, 


Your Humble Servant and 
true admirer of your Chris 
ſtian Tugenutty, Sincerity, 
and Courage. 


£ 2 27 rae FO 
DDE D2ND 


Courteous Reader. 


Any of our late Divines bring 
ſuch poor weak Arguments a- 


g4in(t che Celebration of Chriſt's birth- 


day, that Iam almoſt aſhamed to re- 
peatany of them; much le(s then, will 
I crouble my ſelf ro anliver them, they 
b-10g (o ridiculons, that (if it were pol- 
| fible) they wou'd cauſe gorpus rations 
vacuums , to langh them to ſcorne. 
Two or three I will repeac:th2 firſt is of 
a Divine that brought a Rabrick, or 


eAlmanack_into rhe Pulpit to bury this 


Day, and reads Arguments on: of it to 
thz People, and rells them a tale of a 
rub wichout a bottome; I am ſure 
this Gzntlemin might have looked in 
a Jack- Dawes Neſt, and hay found as 
coed 'Arzgments there, as apy he 
found in his Almanach, | 
Another Divine (airh, Ic 1s not onely 

a bad time, burir is the worſt of all 
times; and thinks, This gs fatu- 
| #9, 


'. 


| 


To the Reader, 


ws, Of his g1ddy brain , is ſufficient to 
lead men from the Truth; Bur Alas! 
I will be ſo bold as to deny his Propo-. 
irion,and Iam ſnre, he cannor prove ir, 
for he hath no more skill in arguing, 
then a Cow harh in dancing, 
The third Divine ſairh, Ic is the De-/ 

vil's day, and therefore onzhr ro be bu- 
ryed, and never to be celebrated. But 


[reply chas: His Body will deſcend 


into Orcs, and his _ will be bu- 
yed in Odlivion,long before this Day 
willbe buryed : for I doubrnor, but it 
will be celebrated as ir ought ro be,un- 
111 rhere will be a pzriod: put unto all 
things, Iwiſh all Chriſtian Readers 
of chis Book, happineſs in this World, 
and a Crown of Glory in that CO 


| come, 


T. F. 


| $855854:6 $0000.08 
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Spikenard 
Iewly Brokes. 


'The Queſtion propounded by Richard 
B. which was the occaſion of this 
Treatiſe, | 


Queſt. 


''T Hether the Nativity of 
Chriſt, commonly called 
| Chriſtmas-day , onght 
to be celebrated; R,B, denyeth it, and 
endeavours to prove the contrary, Nis 
Arguments are theſe 14 following. . 


Arg. 1s 


A Box of Spihenard 

Arg, I, There is nothing in the World 
4 Duty, which God hath net made 4 
Duty ; But God never maae this a Duty : 
Ergo, it is no Duty, 


| Arg, 2, If 1 ſhould obſerve this Day, 
I am afraid leſt I ſhould deny the per- 
fettion of the Scriptures ? 


Arg. 3, Tamfearful leſt by doing ſo, 
T ſhould arrogate the making of a Day to 
2) ſelf : for if I ſhonld do ſo much as in 
me lyeth, I ſhould make 4 Day to my 
fl.” © | 


Arg, 4, 1 am fearful leſt by ſo doing, 
I ſhould ſet up a Day againſt God, 


Arg. $, It is the Devil's policy to 
:m1tare God, and when he will be holy, 
he will be holyer then God; aud when he 
ſeth God will have 4 Sabbath to be kept, 
then he will ſet up a Day, and he will 
have a Chriſtmas Day to be hepr, and 
he will have his Pilturesin the (harch- 


windows, and the Croſſe made on the 


Childrens forcheads in Baptiſm ? 


= Arg. 6, | 


FM. 


Newly Broker. 
Arg. G6. TI ams fearful, leſt I ould be 
Wiſdom, and. ſo make my ſelf wiſer then 
God, as though he knew not what (hould 


' be done as well as 1, and ſo derogate from 
the 171 ſdome of God, 


Arg, 7. Tam fearful of being mere 
mexcuſable for my fin, 


Arg. 8. Ir ſeemethto me avain and 
necdleſſe thing, Firſt, becauſe God hath 
ſet apart a Sabbath, the Lords Day, for 
ihis purpoſe to meditate upon God's love in 
redeeming the World ; Secondly, Becanſg 
[ never hearda good e Argument for it. 


wy 

Ar2.. 9, 1tis an impoſſibility to keep 
it ,and God newer made an 1mpoſſubility, a 
duty: no wan knoweth certainly ou which 
day Chrift was born, 


Arg, To, Tobſerve God hides things 
purpoſely from ws, to ſee whether we will 
do any thing on our own heads, 


Arg, IT, It hath net binthepratliſe 
of Chriſtian Churches to obſerve ut ? 


Arg,12, 


3 
condemnuedfor accuſing God for want of 


A Box of Spikenard 
Arg. 12, in all doubtful Caſes a 
man ought to go on the (wreſt ſide : Now 


1 am (ſure, It is no fin not to keep it, but 
an ot (ure, It is no fintokeep it, 


Arg, 13, This time ought not to be 


celebrated; forthere 1s more ſin commit- 
tedin theſe 12 Dayes, then is in all the 


year after, in Drunkenne ſe, Gluttony , 


NCe 


Arg, 14, God blefſeth bis own Day, 
the Sabbath, but hath wot bleſſed thus, 
with ſucceſſe ? | 


Here followeth che Anſiver of The- 
m4 IM, to the forereciced Queſtions 
avd Arguments : and hereinzthe honour 
of Chriit his Nativity is Vindicaced, or 
the Solemnity of his Birth-day (which 
is commonly called, Chriſtmas-day) , 
avowed andaverred, (,e,) juſtified and 
maintained tobe lawfuland good : E- 
ven in this Anſwer to fourteen -arro» 
ent Arguments, or weak Linſey-Wool- 
ly Reaions, which have been of late 
eventilared, and divulged in writing te 
the contrary; 


Anſwer | 


ww oO 4 Oy 


> E.G. . TI 


Newly Broken, 


Anſwer to the 6rff Argument, 


You may remember thar the firſt 
Argument runnech thus; There 6 no- 


| thing in the World a duty which Ged hath 


not made 4 duty, 

But God never made theCelebration 
of the Nativity of Chriſta Duty, Ergo, 
tis no Duty, 


Though this Argument is Scholaſti. 
cally and Syllogiſtically propounded, 
yet I ſhall be ſo bold asro deny the 
Minor or ſecond propoſition, and that 
for theſe Reaſons : for alchough ir be 
not in words plainly expreſſed, yer in 
ſenſe it is fignificantly and ſuffictently 
implyed, and,by way of neceſſary con-. 
ſequence , may be deduced and gather- 


ed our of che firſt Chapter ofthe Epiſtle 


rothe Hebrews, at the 6,Yerſe, When 
be brineeth forth his firſt begotten Son 
into the World; He ſaith, And let all - 
the Angels of Gods worthip hine; and for 
proof hereof, re ſhew theſweet harmo- 
ny and conſent of both Teſtaments, the 
Old and the New, and that one and the 
ſame Spiric ſpeaks in both : " che 
ame 


Ac 
4 % 


| ſame God is Author of both, and the 


_ Being like the two C hernbins on the Mer 


' the other, Ex0d,15.20, St.Paxl alleads. 


faying according as 7 remelizys rence 


_:Ler all the Angeis of God worthip 
Him : Forſo we find it co be trac 1n- 
deed, and ſo it was at Chriſt's Birth,and 
upon the very Day of his Nativity; That 


. of David, 4 Saviour, which i Chrift the 


A Box of Sprkenard 


ſame.Chilt is: SubjeR of both; inſo- 
much thar each Teſtament 1s 1n other, 
forinthe Lawthere isan hidden. Go 
pel;. and in the Goſpel a revealed Lav, 


69-Seat, whoſe faces looked one toward. 


eth that in Pſal.g7,7, And howlſoeve: 
the ordinary reacing of ihe Ptalm 1s, 
worſhip Him all ye gods, yer the Apo- 
ſtle Incerprers '1t of Angels direQly, 


It our of the Oricinal , /[ncnrvarto ſe 
honorem exhibentes ei, omnes Angel;, 


one Argel fart reports ic to the Shep: 
heards of Beth/ehem;and many other off 
thoſe Celefizal Choritters fing Praiſes to 
God for it; Fear nor, ſaid Gavreel, for 
Behold, 1 bring you good tydings of great 
Jjo7, which ſhall be unto all Nations; 
For wnto yon is born this Day wm the Cit) 


Lord; and ſuddenly there was with the 


Angel a multitude of the Heavenly Hoſ 
prarfing 


Newly Broke, 


praying God , and ſaying, Gloria Des 
in Excel ſis, ic, Luke 2.13.14, Now I 
inferr from hence , that theſe Angels 
"came not about this Errand wichour 
ſome ſpecial Commiſſion and Com- 
mand from God, and cherefore it was 
a Dury Commanded and Given in 
chareerothem; Now,ifthe Angels,tor 
whom Chriſt came not, were. ro per- 
forme it; How much more ought we 
Men to obſerve it, for whoſe ſake, and 
for whole Salvation he was Incarnate, 
and became Man; for verily, He took 
not on Him, Natwram Angelorum, ſed 
Semen Abrabams, not the nature of 
Angels , bur the ſeed of Abraham, 
ſaith che Apoſtle, Wherefore the An- 
oels, As they are called by a Divine 
Poer , The ſacred Turors of the Saints, 
and che guard ofGod's Ele&,@c: So 
they may allo bz called Tutors and In- 
ſtraRKors to us, toinfiruk and teach us 
this Leſſon, and may be ailo exemplary 
Patterns and Precedents to us , in the 
practiſe and performance of this Duty. 
Anſiverable and agreeable herennto, is 
the plat-form of our grand Maſter , and 
blefled Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus ; 


who hath taught us inthe third Pericion. 


of 


Heb.z.10, 


Bubartas, 


A Box of Spikenard 
of that his moſt abſelnte and perfe& 
Prayer;topray thus; Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is is Heaven :Wwherein we 


are taughr ro pray,(asall the beſt Ortho- 


doxal Divines de expound 1t), thar the 
will of God may be obeyed, and done 


by usas Chearfally,Speedily, Faichfully , 


Conſtantly and Continually;as itis done 
by the Angels in Heaven. And therefore 
as the Angels melodiouſly chanted ir 
here on Earth at the Barth of Chriſt * $5 
ler ns likewiſe nnanimouſly celebrate. 8 
ſer forch his praiſe, and ſay, Glory be to 
Ged on High, in Earth Peace, good will 
towaras Men, We bleſſe Thee, we praiſe 
T hee, we glorifie T hee, we give thanks to 
T hee for thy great Glory, Thele words 
were at firtt added ro the Heavenly 
Carroll of the Holy Angels, by tha 
famons Biſhop Hilary, and uſed by 
him in his own Chureb, Azne 340, So 
fairh Caſſanaer's Litturgy , Cap. 22, 
And thar chis isa Duty expeRed and 
required from us, upon good eronnd, 
and ſpecial Reaſons and Cauſes thar 
ſhould move us hereunto , grave 
St, cAnftis tells us wittily, and pro- 
foundly, This Quzry hatha ſufficient 
Query, Qain'vyrbum caro faltum eff, 

| & 


DMM VvMpoaeoUvo AD09 OM v& rn, owe. 


Newly Broken, 
& habitavit intre nes , Becanſe the 
Word was made fleſh, and divelc a- 
monglt ts, & vidimus Gloriam, and we 
ſaw his Glory (faith Sr, Fohn) 4s of the 
onely begotten of the Father, full of Grace 
and Truth , John T1, 14, Whieretore 
as thoſe Perſian Sages (who were both 


| Wiſemen and Kings) being led by the 


onidance, and affitiance, and dire&kion 
of a Starr co the place of Chriſt's Birth , 
and there did adore and worſhip Him, 
ind preſented gifts unto Him , Gold, 
Frankincenſe, and Myrrh, A4ath. 2, 10, 
and this their coming made ro the 
oreater condemnation of the Jews , 
and ro thame their blockiſhneis and 
blindneſs, their fluggiſhneſs carnaliry 
and infidelity , who ttanding hard-by , 
ſaw not ſo much as they who came 
from far, according re thar ſpeech of 
Leo, Veritas illuminat magos, Infidelitas 
obeamcat magitros : So It 15 to be feared, 
leſt rhe Lord for our con:empt of 
Chrift,and the unſpeakable benefirs char 
we have received by his firſt coming in 
the fleſh, let rhe Lord (Iſay) for our 
ingraticude, and for our careleflſenefle 
and carnality, take his Word from us 
Chrifiians as he did his King 'om from 

wr | tin 


A Rox of Spikenerd. 
the Jews, and - give. io ſuch as we 
think to be molt alien trom God and 
his Golipel., evente Moors, and Tar- 
tars, Turks, and /vfidells, who pertaps 
' may bring torth becter-fruits of Qbedi. 
ence apd Thankfulneſs than we bave 
done. andſo riſe up in. Judgment atthe 
latter day, and condemn ns ; for it wiſe- 
men, brought up in Genriliſm and 1do- 
Jacry, cometo Chriſt and believe, what 
excuſe rhen be!opgs ro the Jews > $0 
if Infidels and Pagans believe and obey, 
What ſhall become of us, Chriſtians, 
who want both Fairhand Obedience ? 
Thus much for the anſwering of the ficlt 
Argument, 


Anſwer tathe ſecond eArgument, 


The Words of the ſecond Argument 


are thuſe, If 1 ſhonld obſerve this day, I 


am fearfull left I ſhould deny the Perfetti- 
on of the Scripture ; foriin the Scripture 
all things are contained which are neceſſa* 
ry to Salvation, and all things which are 
weedfull to be belicued, and doxe by a Chri- 
ftian man, for the attaiument of Salvati- 
o#, But the Celebration of Chriſt's 
Nativity is not contained therein; Er- 
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go, If I ſhould obſerve this, I ſhould 


deny the Perfe&ion of the Scriptures, 


To thisY anſwer, That the Article 
of our Faith, reuching Chr:F's Incarna- 
tion and Manifetarion i in the Fleſh, tis 
burh commended, and commanded, in 
the Scripenre ; and I refer you or any 
other indifferent Man, nor orely to onr 
Apoſtolicall Creed, which, aithough it 
be not Pretocanonical Scripture; yet (as 
Ambroſe ſpeaks) it is the Key of the 
Scripture, and (as Angrnſtineterms it ) 
a plain, fhort,abſolure, funm of all ho- 
ly Faith + Iris indeed a {weet and brief 
Compendinm and Abtidement of the 
whoje Goip:1: Bur alio I refe;r you 
tothe learned and auchentick Creed of 
judicious Athanafrms,(which is an accu- 


J rate and compleat Expoſition »f the for- 


mer; ) who ſaith, Ou:c#ng, valt ſalva- 
71. &c. Whotoever will be ſaved, it is 
re. effary to his everJaſting Salvation, 
Thar he belizye richrly in the Incarnati- 
on of our Lord Jeſw Chrift : For the 
rizhe Faith is. That we betiere and con- 
feſs, rhat our Lord Jeſus (Cbrif#. the Son 
of God, is God and Man: And when 


aid He become Man ? or when vas , 
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. firſt appearance of Chriſt in the ſhape of 
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God manifeſted in che Fleſh , bur on 
this day ?, And whar fitter day can there 
be, co confels rhis Faith, than on the 
very ſame day he was born ? Por this 
1s to perform, Opus dies in die ſmo, And 
this hath been both done and authori- 
zed, or allowed of, alſo to be done, by 
as ancient, learned, godly, and zealous 
DoQors and Divines, as ever the whole 
Chrittian World affoarded, fince the 


Man ; even by thoſe Chariots & Horſe- 
zen of lirael, who were the chief Ori- 
ent and re\plendent Liehrs of the times, 


the Glory of che Churches, and the ons | 


ly Diamonds, Pcar:s, and Ornaments, 
of the places where they lived, men fa- 
mous and renowned in their Generati- 
ens; namely, St, Cyprian, St, Am- 
broſe, St, Auguſtine, St, Bernard, St, 
Chryſoſtome, Baſil, ('yril, Beda, T heo- 
phylatt, Euthymius, Ludolphns, Eraſe 
mus, cum multrs alits, &c, Whole Ser- 
mon?s, Homilies, and Orations, for this 
day's Solemnity, are both exrant and e- 
minent : and might be made alſo evi- 
dent and apparant (if need were), ſuffi- 
cient to convince and ſtop rhe month 
of apy peeviſh and perverſe Antagoniſt 

Or 
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' or Gainſayer whatſoever, - To theſe we 


may add ( Dia Poemata ) the Divine 
Poems of thoſe ſweer , mellifluous, 
Chriſtian Poers, Palladine and Prudes- 
1145, made in an honourable memoriall 
of our blefſed Lord and Saviour's Na- 
tivity : And what if we mentioned here 
the rare Prophecies and Prxdictions of 
the Sybrhaes of old, who foretold us of 


the'e things ; and the very. Herotcall 


Verſes,and ſtately Generhliacon's of Hea- 


cheniſh Poets, who lived both before - 


ſome of them, and otherſome alſo abour 
the cime of rhe Birth of Chriſt, who re- 
ceived their Raptures and Enthufiaſms, 
not onely from Sy#:4a or Apollo, bur as 
ſome think, and are bold to conjeRure 
it, from the Spirit of God, 

This was it that made Vis! co raiſe 
up his Muſeo a higherftrain, Eclog. 4, 


Sicelides Aſuſe, parlo majora cana- 


77S + 

Jam redit & Virgo, redennt Satnrvia 
Regna, | | 

Jam nova Progenies celo dimutitur 
alts : 

AFpice, venturoletevtur ut omnia [e- 
6 lo, 
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For now return the daies of Peace, now 
the new Progeny is fent from Heaven ; 
behold, all things ſhall then rejoyce and 
be glad, Rs: 

1 wully, in Lib. Diviuationts, gives 
this Obſervation out of Sy5:/, thar ſhe 
propheſyeth of a King to come, * Qnems 
Regem colere debemus. ſivelimms eſſe ſal- 
vi; which King we muſt worſhip if we 

would be ſaved, And this King ſhould 
aboliſh all falſe Religions whacſoever, 
Nor concerning all thzſe,if you ſhould 
cavill and-objec&t againſt them, or any of 
chem, and fay,Whar is this to the Serip- 
rure ? Then will I an{wer you, as our 
Saviour anſwered the Pharitees, finding 
fault with his Diſciples , for their cry- 
ing Hoſinna before him , when he ridd 
into Feruſalem.; Irell you, tharif theſe 
ſhould have held rheir peace, rhe very 
tones would cry our and applaud Him, 


Well then, Have all theſe doted and de- 


lired 1n their writing concerning this 
thing, namely, the ſolemn Obſervation 
of this high and feſtival Time, in ho- 
nour of the World's moſt gracions, and 
olor19us, and bleſſed Redeemer and 
are you the onely wiſe man ( as it were) 


that 15 new left ypon the Earth, to cor- 
rect 


kev, 
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re& them and dire us ? have all theſe 
erred? Even ſo will we, And more ſweer 
ſhall our Errour be unto us with theſe, 
(l ſpeak eſpecially of thoſe ancient and 
reverend Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, whom'I named b:fore,) who, 
Idare ſay, were all, and every one of 
chem, as fearful to offend God, in deny- 
ing the Perfe&tion of the Scriprores, as 
you for the very life can poſſibly be ; 
more {weet, I ſay, ſball onr errour be 
unto ns, with thele, of whom we make 
no queſtion, bur har they are a}l hound 
up inthe- bundle of life, with the Cen- 
gregation of the firi-born, than a new 
and recent device and purpoſe, of bury- 
ing the Anniverſary remembrance of 
this day, in the filent Nighr. and dark- 
ſome Grave ef everialting "Oblivion, ob» 
truded unto us by you, and ſuch as you, 
who take upon them to be the grand Re- 
formers of theſe rimes, and « oreat Wn- 
 dertakers, and principal Innovators, of 
all ancient, lawful, and laudable Cu= 
fomes whatſoever, Ler others afte& 
Novelty how they pleate ; for my own 
pare}, I ever reverenced and admired 
An:iquiry,eſpecially whep I have found 
itinthe way of Verity; and If I were 
worthy 
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worthy toadmoniſh our young, upſtart, - 


'malapert, Maſters of rheſe times, I 
would wiſh them to remember whar 
grave St, cAuftin ſaith in his 118 E-» 
pi, & cap. 5, Ipſa mutatio conſuetudi- 
ns, tem qua adiuvet utiitate, perturs 
bat novitate. 


eA«®ſwer to the third Argument, 


The words of rhe third Argument are 
theſe, I am fearful left 1 ſbowld make 4 
day to my ſelf, 8c, 

Sir, I wonder whether your LeRure- 
day is not a day made to your ſelf? I 
doubt nor bur you have done as much 
as in you lyeth concerning your Le- 
Eure-day, and both extoll and preferr ir 
before the day of Chr:f*s Birth ; For 
this day hapning , not long fince> to be 
upon your LeEure-day, you did not 
ſpare te ſpeak it, nor bluſh rogive it our 
in the Pulpit, ( as I was credibly infor- 
med by ſome that heard you; ) Thatif 
that day had net hapned on your Le- 
Aure-day , you had not then preached ; 
 ſothartyourday, muſt by all means, be 
obſerved and kept ftriftly and przcile'y, 
but our Saviour's day muſt be {cornfally 


ſlighted, 
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flighted and negleRed.,as a day not ſcatee 
fir co be named, much leſs to be cele- 
brated and regarded with honour, Buc 
I fay , Ler his Birch-day be celebrated, 
yea all praiſe and Glory be uncs. kim, 
who was born and died for our Salyari- 
ON e/A 11.0 7, 


 Avſwey tothe fourth e Argument. 


The fourth Argument is this, 7 ans 
fearful, left by obſerving thes day, I ſhould 
ſer up 4 day againft God, 


Tothis I anſwer, If you obſerve and 
celebrare this day , you fer nor a day up 
againſt God , bur for God: for that 
which you do for Chriff,you do forGod, 
for we knoiv that God and (rift are 
nor divided, bur He and the Farther are 
One, they are his own words, John 10, 
30, Ego & Pater Unnm ſumus: hoc eft, 
ſubſtantialiter Idem, & in Perſons Di- 
ſtinft; : In which few words, both che 
Hereſy of the eArrians and Sabellians 1s 
ſufficiently confured. For , as learned 
eAthanafins obſerverh, ( who for rhis 
was happily called the World's Eye, be- 
cauſe he did ſee ſo much, and pierce - 

ar 
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far, into this: nnſearchable and ineffable 
Myſtery) we muſt neither conforind the 
Perſons with Sabeliias , nor divide the 
Subſtance with err: ,for there is one 
Perſon of the Father, another of the 
Sonne , another of the fioly Ghoſt, 
but the  God-head of the: Father 
and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt, 
1s all Ore; the Glory equal, the Ma- 
JeRy co-eternal; ſuch as the Father 1s, 


ſach 13 the Son, &c, And therefore the 
Glory, Honour, and Worſhip , that is 


done to the One.is done ts the other, or 
is both due, and ought to be done, to the 
other. How rhen can it be: otherwiſe, 


that the leaſt Homoage, Honour, and Du-' 


ty, that is done to Chri#t on this day, 1s 
accepted of God , if it be done in Faith 
and Obedience ? Why thendo you fay, 
That by keepivg this day, you are f:arful 
leſt you ſhould offend "th and ſet up a 
day againſt Him? It may be you will 
obje&, and ſay here, as you doin your 
chirteenth Argument,that God is in ma- 
ny places much diſhonoured by the great 
Abuſe and Diſorders that is committed 
at this time, To this I briefly anſiver 
by the way , according to that true and 
well-krown Rule, The Abuſe of => 
; £00 
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200d thing cannor abrogate or take away 


che right and lawful Uſeof ic; and there- 
fore why ſhould you fear, when there is 
no ſych jalt c aule at all ro fear > Re- 
member whac Chri# faieth, Lak. 9.48, 
Whoſoever (nall receive me, receiveth H ims 
that ſent me; and in the ſame place, and 
upon the very ſame occaltien, when 
John cold Him ſaying, JMafter, we ſaw 
one caſting out Devils in thy name, and 
we forbade him , becauſe he followsth not 
with as ; Bur Jeſus ſaid, Forbid him not, 
for there is no man which ſhall do a Mira- 
clein my Name, that can lightly Speak, e- 
vill of At ; for hethat is not againſt us 
for ns, And lam verily perſwaded in 
my Soul and Conſcience , that whoſoe- 
ver is truly, really, and fincerely, addict- 
ed and devored to Chriſt , neither can, 
nor will , ſpeak a word amiſs againſt the 
due Feftivity and Selemnity of this day; 
thus (as the Apoltle ſpeaks) Rom. 14.5. 
One man efteemerh one day above ano- 
rher,another eltecmetb every day alike ; 
Ler every. man be periwaded in his own 
mind,he that regardeth a day regardeth it 
roche Lord; and-Il am perſwaded, it any 
man regard this -day as he ovght ro do, 
the Lord will beth regard & reward him 
for ſo doing, Anſ- 
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Anſwer to the fifth cArgument. 


The fifth Argument ischis ; J: « the 
Devils policy to imitate God, and when 
he will be holy, he will be hotter then God, 
de 


Sir, This Argument 18 as range tuff as 
ever I havecither ſeensfelt, heard,or un- 
derſt8od ; for- although the ancrecedent 
part cannot be much misliked, it be- 


ins taken pro conceſſo, & confeſſo, for. 


a thing oranced andconfefled to be true, 
char it is the Devils policy to imitare 
God (for in many things he 1s God's 
Apes as ſome Divines compare him), 
ſeeking. ro counterfeit and reſemble 
him as an Ape doth a Man, in ſuch ge- 
ures and cricks which he uſeth.; and 
where God will have his Church he 


will have his Chappe], and he will have ' 


bis Exorciſms, and Charms and Spells 
infead of God's-(pellz. (7.e,) the Goſ- 
pel; but your Sequel\ or Sublequent, 
Is a meer neiv-fangled Parodox, and a 
Propoſition, or rather a Suppoſicion , 
which is not onely abſurd, bur ridicu- 


tous ; not onely errencous , bur alſo 
| blaſe 
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blaſphemous; and may beranked and 
reckoned ameneſlt thoſe evil-ſurmifings, 
and perverſe diſputings which are men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle, I T:m,4.5. and 
are utterly condemned by him : bur ler 
vs examine what you ſay 1n the latter 
patt, viz, That when the Devil will be 
holy, he will be holier then God; And is 
that poſſible > Bur you inſtance for an 
example thus; When he feech God will . 
have a Sabbath to be kept, then will he 
ſet up a Dayzand he will have aChr:ftmas 


Iday to be kepr; 6 monitramhorrendungs, 


what a borrible;terrible.ſecret 18 this ! 1s 
Saul among the Prophets? is Sathan a- 
mon? the Saints of Ged? Is it poflible > 
or,it 1s probable? or, 1s it any way likely 
to be true ? ' Thar he that was (eventike 
the great 7 #rk_)an Enemy to Chriſt and 
all Chriſtendom, ſhould ſo far be a friend 
and favonrer of Chriſt, as to be a prime 


Jand forward EreRor, Abettor, and Set- 


ter up of a Day for che celebrating and 
ſerting forth of his Praiſe and Honour © 
Alas! if this be fo, in whata Jamenta- 
ble and pittiful caſe are we, and how 
have we and our forefathers been led 
boodwincke (as it were) and blindfol- 
dedalt his while, and bave been raken 
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inthe ſoare of the Devil,and be Captive 
by him at his will, 2 772, 2, 26, We 
have ſore ſerved a very ill Sainc all this 
while, if, like the People of Calicat, 
we have worſhipped the Devil in obſer- 
ving that Day which you afficm he hach 
ſerup; bucl ſay ic 1s not ſo, Good 
Sir, for tote err as celo,you are fouly and 
orefly deceived in this point, Shall you, 
or any man alive make me believe that 
ever the Devil had any deſire or inclina- 
tion this ways to propagate Or promote 
theCanſe of Chriſt,or of his Goſpel;who 
wasSeier an Adverſary, bouz incaptss in 
germize, and whoſe continual and day- 
lie pra&iſe is, ſ#focare Des filios , dum 
parvs#li ſunt, ro ſmorher and murder the 


ones, . Was it not he who firred up 
Pharoah ar the firſt, and moved him to 
commind and charge the Midwives to 
drown the male-children of che Hebrew 
Women {o ſoon as they were born, 
Exad.1,22?. And was it not this Mer- 
chant or Factor, or rather that old Ser- 
pent, called the Devil and Sarhan, who 
went about the ſamedzfigne ar. Chriſt's 


birch> did not he infligate Herod roſ 


fend his Men of Warr, and to kill . 
che 
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che young Children of Bethlehem from 
two years Old and under, intendins 


chereby ro murder Chriſt in Infancy 
and Childhood : wherefore, as devour 


Bernard cryeth our in the like Caſe, fo 


maywe; 6 malitia Herodiana naſcen- 
tem perſequi Chriftwm, & naſcentens 
perſequireligionem ; © Herodian malice, 
co perſecute Chritt and his Religion in 


/ their minority, co deſtroy the Sprige, 


leſt xt become a Tree > and break rve 


Ego, left it prove a Dove, O diveliſh, 


malice indeed 1 far (as Expolitors upon 
the placeaptly ebſerve,and apply ir thus) 
Herod repreſents the Devil, who tands 
before the Woman in the Wilderneſſe 
great with Child, ready re devour her 


Apec.14.4 


Bab2; He knew that che ſecd which Gen.3. x5] 


ſhould break his head, was to be born 
of the Jews, and therefore cauſed Pha- 
reah to murder all the Hebrew Males, 
Exod, 1, And ftirred up Haman to de- 
froy the whole Nation of the Jews, Ether 
3. And Arhalia to kill all the ſons of Da- 


| vid, 2 King. 12, And ſo ſoon as the 


noiſe was of Chriſt's Birth, Herod was 
troubled, and all Jeruſalem with him , 


Mach, 2, And he ſent incontinent to 


cut the throats of all che Children 
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s 


A Box of Spikenard 


in Bethlehem; yea y more then this (if 
if you will betieve Zoſephns , who is a 
credible Auchor, anda ſufficient Repor- 
cerof char which was true, being tefzs 
oculatu,an cye-witneſs of many rhings 
which he wrote of, and ſaw chem acted 
and done before his eyes) this malici- 
eus crafty Fox Herod (as hertells us /:b, 
antiquit, Io,) put todeath almot all 
che Nobiliry of J#ds, and burned the 
Genealogies of their Kings and Princes, 
commanding a Pedigree to be drawn 
our for him'elf, as deſcending from rhe 


Kings of F#d, This was a right Matchie || ; 


avilian policy, and a deep fleight and 
ſtratagem of Sathan , to excirpate and 
eradicate the name of Chriſt, and the 
name of Chriftians for being a People 
from under Heaven:How then ſhall we 
chink, or believe it, rhac he hath any 
willordefre toſerupa Day for Chriſt, 
of to have him worſhipped or adored, 


who (er upon Chriſt in the Wildernefle, 


and rempred Him , by proff-ring the 
whole World, and all che Kingdomes 
and Glory of it to Himyif he would but 
fall down and worſhip Him : So that 
you plainly: ſee, he had rather be wor- 
fthipp2d himſelf, then co have Chriſt _ 
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be worſhiped ; All his chief aims co 
have the Power and Kingdom of Chriſt 
to be leſſened and diminifhed, - and his 
own Kingdome co be enlarged and ad- 
vanced, Bur what did our Saviour an- 
| ſwer> or how did he refift his remprati- 
' | on> Why,ſurely he defied him,and pur 
| him from him, with an «page Satans, 
Avoid Sathan, or get thee hence Sathan ; 
For it ts written, Thouſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and Him onely ſhalt thoy 
ſerve, Math, 4. 10, As ifbe had faid, 
-If chon wilt not werſhip and ſerve him 
in Faithand Love, chou ſhalt be com- 
elled to worſhip bim 1n fear and crem- 
tine : and for this end is he reſerved in 
everlaſting Chains upder darkneſs, unto 
the Judgment of the great day , faich 
St. Jude 11 his Epiſtle, at the 8,ver, Ag 
y | forChriſt we know chat af Power u givers 
t | wwto Him, both in Heaven and Earth, 
J, Math, 28, And this was ir that the An- 
& | gel Gabriel intimated to the Virgin Aſa- 
iſ 77, when he ſaluted her with chat fir 
©} happy and ever-joyful news of bringing 
UV forth a Son ; He ſhall be grear (ſaich he) 
at I :nd ſhall be called che Son of the High- 
r*Jeſt,and the Lord ſhall give unco him che 
Throne of his Father David, and he 
E; D 3 ſhall 


a @ @ fl wes vw -ew PMU 


A Box of Spikenard 
ſhall Raien over the Houſe of Faced for 
evers and of his Kingdom there ſhall be 
no end: Semper regnabit quens mater 
virgo generabit, It was the aniwer which 
O#avins the Emperonr received from 
the Oracle, concerning his Succeſſor. 
And David himſelf forerold as much of 
him; ſayivg, Plal.145.13. Thy Kig- 
dome us an everlaſting King dome, and thy 
Dominion endnreth throughout all 
Ages. 


eAnſwer tothe ſixth Argument, 


The fixth Arzument is this, If 1| 


ſhould celebrate this Day, I am fearful let 
4 ſhould be condemned for accuſing God for 
want of wiſdowe, Kc. 

To this I anſwer, As our Savieur 
faith ,. Thws is the condemmation (or this 
Is the cauſe of mens condemnation as 
Beza interprets the place) , that light 
is come into the World, and men loved 
darkweſſe rather than light, becauſe their 
deeds areevi, For in Him was life ,, and 
the life was the light of men, and the 
light fhined in darkneſs, and the dark- 
veſſe comprehended it not, John 1, 4, 54 
(5:e,) Thedarkneſs that was inthe o_ 
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tiles choughts and cogitatians, and the 


Vail .of blindnefſe that was upen the 2Cor, 4.15 - 


hearts of the Jews, whem loſes was 
read gnto them, cauſed them that they 
could neither apprehend nor compre- 
hend this light, And therefore they 
are both cenſured and condemned by 
the Apoſtle for want of wiſdome, and 
tor want of a diſcerning Spirit, I Cor, 1, 
21, 22,23, 24, Por after that, in che 
wiſdome of God, the World by wif 
dome knew not God; it pleaſed God 
by che fooliſhnefſe of preaching | or 
by chat preaching which che wiſe men of 
che Werld counted feoliſhneſſe] ro ſave 


- them that believe - for the Jews require 


a ſigne, and the Greeks ſeek after wil- 
dome ; but we preach Chriſt Crucitied, 
unto the Fews a (tumbling block, and 
unto the Greeks fookiſhnefle: bur unto 
them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks ; Chriſt che Power of God, and 
the wiſdom of God: becauſe the fooliſh- 
neſle of God 1s wiſer then Men, and 
the weaknels of God fironger then Men. 
And therefore I wite you not, for being 
careful and chary of accuſing God for 
want of wiſdom, as they did : and yer 


whereas you lay furrher, you are feartnll 
| D leſt 
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leſt you ſhould make your ſelf wiſer 
then God, as though He knew not what 
ſhould be done as well as you, and ſo 
derogate from the 'wiſdome of God,and 


| hereinſo far as I conceive your mean- 


ing, you ſeem a little te derogate from 


the wiſdome of God, thinking your ſelf 


not bound to keep this Day, becauſe 
God in his wiſdome hath nor direaly 
revealed, or particularly nominated and 
ſet down in the Rubrick, and Ephemeris, 
orin the Regiſter or Calender of his 
Word, what day his Son Chriſt was 
born, and there injoyned and com- 


- manded it te be obſerved and kept, 


which, albeic he hath not done it 1mme- 
diately from his own mouth - yet me- 
diately er miniſterially hath he done ir 
by that heavenly Trumpeter ofhis, the 
Angel Gabriel, who particularly did 
Preach, promulpare;expreſs and declare 
it openly in the Fields to thoſe Shep- 
heards of Bethlehem ; for this thing was 
not done 1n ſecret, nor in a corner, 
Now I proceed to the ſeventh Argus 
metils | ; 
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Anſwer tothe ſeventh Argument, 


The words of the ſeventh Argument 


are theſe ; if /ſhonld obſerve this day, I 


ans fearful left I ſhould be the more mex- 


| cuſable for my Sins, 


Sir, This quirk or tranſcendent ambi- 
guicy (as I may ſo call it) 1s but pet:t:0 
privcips,, and no better than zdevs per #- 
dew, (i.e,) no more then you have ſaid 
In ſome of the former : yet, inthis caſe 
I will not fay co you as Chri(t faid ro 
Peter, when he adventuring preſumpru- 
ouſly to walk upon the Water, was 
afraid, and his heart deceiving him , or 
rather his Faith fayling him, he began ro 
fink; immediately whereupon, Jeſus 
trercched forth his hand and cavghr 
him, and ſaid unto him, O thox of little 
faith, wherefore didff . thou denbt ? Jo, 
wherefore do you fear, left, if you ſhould 
keep this Day, (1 mean) the Day of 
Chriſt's Nativity, that then you ſhould 


-| bethe more inexcuſable for your (ins > 


Whar, do you conceit that your carefull 
and cenſcionable obſerving of chis rime 
ſhall add tothe weight of your fins ? or 

D 4 In- 


29 


Mar.1 4.21 


""NE* . 


A Box of Spikeward 
increaſe the meaſnre and number of 
your impieries # - Whar a- ſtrange and 
wonderful , anxious and penfive ſurmi- 
ſing , and prejudicate or prepoſterous 


miideeming is this ? Wherefore as our 


Saviour cheared and comforted his Dif- 


ciples avainlt the Perſecutions and Tri- 


bularions which they feared would be- 
fall them after his departnre from them, 


John 14,x, Solet me; ivith your leave,a 


little re&tfie, and dire& you in this 
point; Let not your heart be troubled, ye 


: believe in God, believe alſo in me : and 1 


verily believe it, and am fironely per- 
{vaded, rhat in doing this thing which, 
you (ay, you are fearful ro do, leſt you 
ſheuld be the more inexcuſable for your 
ſins; you thall beſo far frem being ac- 
cuſed and condemned for ic, that it 
ſhall racrher bea means co excuſe you, 
and a help to hide and cover your fins at 
the day of Judgment : andall the harm 
I wiſh unto you, or my ſelf, or toany of 
che deareſt and neareRt Friends that / 
have in this World, is, that we had no 
ereater Crime or Offence then this co 
anſwer for, at the great andterrible Day 
of onr general and common appearance. 
For then ſkould we be acquitted and 


di'- 
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diſnfifled with that ſernence of abſolu- 
cion ; I mean with that joyful and com- 
fortable, and ſonl-reviving ſentence of 
Yemte Beneditti, Come ye blefled 3 And 
for your furcher farisfaQian herein, and 
better confirmation of that which 1 
have aſhrmed and averred: Ler me 
oive you a hint and inftance of it,in thar 
one and remarkable example of Adary 
Magaales, who though ſhe were a no- 
torious Malefactor , and a great and 
orievous Sinner, as the'Hiftory Evange- 
lical effigiates, and fers her ferch unto 
ns2 yet, hearing that Jeſus ſate down 
co meat in a Phariſee's honſe, ſhe prefu- 
med and made bold ro go into the 
houſe; and bringing an Alablaſter-Box of 
Oyntment,' (he ſteod ar his feer behind 
bim weeping, and began ro wath his 
teer with tears; and did wipethem with 
the hairs of her head, and kifſed his 
feet, and anointed them with the Oint- 
ment, Now when the Phariſee which 
had bidden him ſaw ir, he ſpake within 
bimſelf being diſconcented; faying,T bis 
147, if. he were a Prophet , would have 
known who, and what manuer of Woman 
this ws that toucheth hims : for fhe is 4 
Sinner : AnJ Jeſus anfvering, aid 

unto 
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unto him, S;#:0n, I haye ſomewhat co | 


ſay unco thee; and he faich, Maſter ſay 

on: There was a certain Creditor wha 

had two Debtors, the one owed five hun- 

- dredpence, and the other fifty ; and when 
they had nething to pay, He freely for- 

gave them both : tell me therefore, which 

of thems will love hius moſt ? Simon an- 

ſwered and ſaid, / ſuppoſe that he to 

whom he forgave me#t, and he ſaid unto 

him, Tho# haſt rightly judged : And he 

curned unto the Woman, and ſaid unto 

Simon, Seeff thouthis Woman ? Ientred 

into thy Houſe, T hou gaveft me no water 

for my Feet, but (ſhe bath waſhed my Feet 
with tears, and wiped them with the hairs 

of her head ; Thou gaveſt me no kiſſt, but 
this Woman ſince the time I came in, bath 
not ceaſed to kiſſe my Feet : Aly Feet with 
Oyl thou didft n0t anomt, but this Wa- 
man hath anointed my Feet with Oynt- 
ent: Wherefore, I fay unto thee, Her 
ſums which are many, are forgiven ; for ſhe 
loved much : but to whom little u forgi* 
ves, the ſame loveth little: Where the 
Argument is not (as learned Falk ob- 
ſerveth, and as the whole diſcourſe of 
the Text makes it manifeſt) from the 
Canſeto the Efi:R; bur from the Effec& 
co 


Newly broken; | 
to the Cauſe, Many fins are forgiven 
her,thetefore ſhe hath loved much ; (for 
our Saviour had caft ſeyen Devils our of 
her), therefore ſhe had od cauſe to 
love him munch;for to whom little is re= 
mitted, he loveth liccle; wherefore 
onr Saviour preferrs and exolleth her 
kindnefſe both aboye, and before the 
entertainment of the Phariſees Houſe, 
So that,if we in like manner do ſhewour 
love ro Chriſt freely and chearfully, in 
celebrating rhe memoriall of his Birth , 
as ſhe did in token of his Burial, we 
ſhall not onely be excuſed bur accepted 
2s ſhe was; for as St, ark relates th= 
ſame ſtory more briefly, Mark 14.4. 
When there were ſome thar murmured 
at It, and had indignation wittfin them- 
ſelves ; ſaying, Why was thi waſte of the 
Opntment made, for it might have been 
ſold for more then three hundred pence, 
and have bin gives to the poor > Bur Je- 
ſas ſaid by way of Apology for her, 
Let ber alowe, Why trouble you her > She 
bath wrought a good work on me : for you 
bave the porr with you alwayes ; and 
whenſeever ye will, you may do them good . 
but me you have not alwayes : She hath 
done what ſhe could, ſhe is come afoythand 


to anoint my Body tothe Burning, Vert 


bx 
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1 ſay unto you, Whereſocver the Goſpel 


World, this alſs that (he hath done, ſhall 
be ſpoken for a memorial of her, (i, e,) 
for 4 memoriall of her love, of that goed 
work that ſhe bath beftowed upon me, 
Wherefore as St. Auſtin anſwers ſome 
who made a queſtion, How it was poſſi» 
ble a Virgin ſhould bring forth a Child, 
Fades adfit & nulla queftte remavebit; S0 
I fay to you, S: amor 4d fit timor, iſte res 


 movebit, if you love Chriſt if ſincerity, 


as you oughr todo, then this fear will 
ſoon remove, and expell ſach timorous 
Niceties , and frivolous Scrupulolities 
out of your mind: for what faith the 
Apoſlle St. Jobs, 7 here i no fear in love, 
but perfell love cafteth ot fear ; becanſe 
fear byath torment, or fear hath painful- 
eſſe, 1 John 4.18. And let this ſuffice 


for .the anſwering of the ſeventh Argu-. 


ment, | 
Anſwer to the ezghth g Argument, 


The words ofthe eighth Argumenc 
are theſe, It ſeems tome 4 0418 Aud need- 
leſs thing, &c, 


: Ta 


ſhall be preached thorow out the whole | 


Now! Broken, 
To this Areument I anſwer firſt inthe 
words of the Roman Oratour, Quedan 


videntur & now ſnut , (ome things leem.* 


co be that which they are not; for accor- 
ding torhe Opinion ofthe Philoſopher, 
Qnuandog, fenſus fallitur circa proprium 
ObjeiFnm, ſometimes the (enſe is decei- 
ved abour 1rs proper Obje; as when 
a Man ſeeth a Buſh a far off he cakes it 
co be a Man,which when he cometch neer 
ic, he-finds it co be no ſuch matters even 
as che Man 1n the Goſpel, having recei- 
ved aliccle olimpſe and glimmering of 
bis Gghr, thought he ſaw men walk like 
Trees, (5.e.) he tookthem to be as bigg 
as Trees, becauſethe Organ of his Eye, 
being not ſufficiently cleanſed, he could 
not otherwiſe diſcern them , Adark $. 
24, But it ſeems to you co be a vainand 


| needleſs rhing. Whar? Isiravainand 


needleſs thing to ſerve God ? Ic ſeems 
there were ſome who both thought and 


35 


A! 
\ 


ſpake ſoin, CMalach?scime : bur their Mal.g.13; ; 


groſs error and their madneſs was repro» I: 


ved by the Prophet ; even as St, Peter 
tells us chat Ba/aanm was rebuked for his 
Iniquity: tke dumb eAſe,ſpeaking with 
Man's voice, forbade the madnels of that 


falſe Propher, becauſe he loved the wa- 
| oes 
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oes ef Unrighceonſneſs, & went beyond 
his permiſhon, being blinded with the 


aPecr.2.16, hope of Bribes and Rewards of Divina 


tion; and, Is ir(think you)a vain thing & 
unprofitable ro ſerve the LorhasEliphat 
the Temanice ſaith, Job 4,7,YFho ever pe-||* 
riſhed being innocent,SO, who ever waited 
on the Lord and went away unreward- 
ed? Herthatſerveth himſelf ſerveth a 
Fool; He thart ſerverch the Devil ſerveth 
his Enemy ; He that ſerverth the World 
ſerveth his Servant; The onely true free: 
dom is, to ſerve the Lord - For Godl:neſs 
with Contentment is great Gain ({aith the 
Apofile) Tim. 6,6, yea, it is profitable | | 
axto all things(ſaith he)baving promiſe of 
the life which now « , & of that which ;s 
to come,t Tim, 4.8, How then can you jus 
Rify or affirm ito be a vain & needleſs | < 
thing ce ſpend this time 1n the publick | 
Worſhip and Service of God;namelyzin 
the duties of Piery,and exerciſes of Reli= 
- etonzin hearing of the Word, & inoffe- 


- ring up Peayers & Praiſes ro God, cele- 


brating it, & lauding his holy amd gleri- 
ousName,with Pſalms,and Hymns,and 
ſpiricual Songs. ſinging and making me- 


Eph5.19, lody in our hearts toche Lord, giving 


thanks alwales, for all chings, unto God. 
and 
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dl and the Father, in the Name of our 


the 


nas 
& 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Andeſpecially, angl a« 
bove all chings, etving thanks for this 


one thing ; 1 mean, that Ineſtimable 


benefir and unſpeakable gift which God 
beſtowed upen the World at this time, 
And me-thinks, to this end and purpoſe 
we may very well encourage and tirr up - 
pur ſelves with the words of David, and 
ſay as hz doth Pſa. 69, 31, 32, I will 
praiſe che name of God with a Song ; 
and magnify ic with thankſgiving , this 
alſo ſhall pleaſe che Lord better than a 
Bullock which hath horns and hoofs;yea 
this fhall be as precious and odoriferous 
in his Noſtrils, and no leſs pleaſing and 
acceptable in his ſight than that right & 
coltly Spikenard which was ſpentro an- 
oint our Saviour's feet withall; although 
it be (aid of chat, Thar the whole Houſe 
wherein our Saviour was at that time 
was filled and perfumed with the odour of 
the Oyutment, Joh.12,3, | 
Buc the Reafons you alſedge,to prove 
it to bea vain and needleſs thing to ob- 
ſerve this day, are in the next place to be 
examined and conſidered 3 the firſt 
whereof1s this, as you affirnt ir, becauſe 
God hath ſer apart a Sabbath; the Lord's- 


day» 
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day, forthis purpole, to meditate upor 
God's Love in redeeming: the World, 
and this ſeems co be an indifferent goor 
ane ; yet you kaoyy,or atthe leaſt cannot 
bur know, chatzhe Sabbarh, ar the Se- 
x; venth day, was ar the firſt ordained, ſan+ 

@ified, and (erapart, enely in remeas- 
brance of the World's Creation, as it ap- 
pears in chat paſſage or Concluſion of 


the fourch Commandment, Exod, 29, 
For mn /ix dates the Lord made Heave 
and Earth, the Sea, avid all that 11 them 
3s: Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the Se: 
wenth day, and ballewed it: For this 
Commandmenr is hedeed in on every 
lide, left we ſhonld break our from ob: 
ſerving it; with a {aveat and ſpecial 


Memorandum vbetore it, Remember &c;|- 


and with rwo. Reaſons afrer; one drawn 
frem the Equity of the Law, and the o- 
rher taken from the Law-grver's, or the 
Law-maker's,awn Example -. Sz.x dave 
ſhalt thou labogr; As if God ſhowld 
ſpeak thus, If I permitrhee fix whole 
dates rofellowthine-own baſmets. chou 
mayelt w-l! afford me on: onely for my 
own Szrvice ; 'burfix daies ſhalrrhou la- 
bour and do all chine own work, there-/ 
- tore hallow the Seventh in doing * 
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work, Six daies ſhalt thou labour 3 
whereupon, both Reverend Calvin, and 
that learned Gentleman B. Babingron, 
who was once Biſhop of this Dioceſle, 
2 man of no. mean Note , but of 200d 
Repott both for Life and Learning, do 

obſerve , That theſe Words ( Six daies 
ſpalt thou labour &c,) area permiſſion, 
or a remiſſion of God's right,who might 
challenge all, rather than an ibſolure 
Commandment 2 For as Judicious Per- 
kiss hath alſo delivered it in bis Golden 
Chaine , fora ſonnd, Or hodoxa!, and 
undeniable Theſis, The Church upon juſt 
occaſion may ſeparate ſome. week daics 
alſo to the Service of the Lord, and reſt 
from Labour, Jpel 2.1 5. Blow the 7 rum- 


pet is Zion, ſanttify a Faſt ; call a ſo- 
lemnu Aſſembly, And as diies of publick 


Faſting for ſome great Judgment, fo 
daies of pnblick Rejoycing for fome 
oreat Benefit, are not unlayful), bur ex- 
ceeding commendable , yea, neceflary 2 
And you cannot in Modelly, and I hepe 
| you will not for Shame, deny this to be 
the Truth; for beſides che erdiniry 


Sabbath, among the Jews, they had their 
Sabbaths, and rheir new Moons, and ap- 


wy Pounced, Feaſtsz yea, Almighty God 
E himſelf 


C aten a4- 
red, Cap.13 


A Box of Spikenard 
himſelf ordained, in the 61d Teſtament, 
divers and ſnndry Peaſlts, to pur his Peo- 


 - ple int mind of his great Benefics be- 


flowed uponthem : Amongit the reft 
there were three ſolemn Feiiivalsevery 
year ; natnely,ttic Paſsover, the Pence» 
cot, ard the Featt of Tabernacies , ag 
we read in the" 16ch of Denterowomy ; 
The Paſsovet was inſtitnted itt temem- 
branice of rhe deliverance from Egypr's 


| bondage ; Pentecoft , in remembrance 


of che Law, 9iven in-Mount Sia: ; The 
Fea(t of Tabethacles, iti rerembratice of 
1ſrael's dwelling in Tencs forty years it 
the Wilderneſs': Now , as Hemmging 
ob(erves in his Pot, am, | poſt Ep:ph, 
inftead of choſe three } .wiſh Feaſts, out 
Chtfiltian Chureti (which may challenge 
as much Liberty as the Jewiſh, if not 
more) hath ſubltitnted Chriſtmas ih hos 
nour of Chriſt's Iricarnation ; Eaftet, in 
honour of Chriſt's Reſurretion; and 


Whitſantide, in honor of Chrif's con 
firmation of the Goſpzl, by (ending un». 


tous the Holy Ghoſt ac cthattime; So 
tharweſay , according as St, eAnſtin 


faich in his 108 EprFF. cap. 1, Celebran- 


res Anniverſaria folemmitate Paſcha, re- 
 T:quasg, Chriftianas dierum Feſtivitates 
wen 
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not obſeruamm tempora, ſed que ils ſige 
nificantur temporibus : (1,c,) It celebra- 
ting EaFfer, and other Chriſtian Feaſts, 
we do not fo much obſerve the times, 
as the rhings that are repreſented and 
fi2nified unto us ac thoſe times, If chen 
ic be granted, as it cannot be denied, ac» 
cording to your words., that God hath 
ſet apatt a Sabbath (which is our Chriſt» 
1an Sabbath ) and is called the Lord's 
Day, becauſe the Lord rofe from death 
to life en chat Day, and chat on this day 
(in chat reſpat) we are to meditate en 
God's Love in redeeming the World; 
if we muſt do this once every week inan 
ordinary contſe > how much more may 
the Chncch and Spouſe of Chr:/t ap- 
point, and ſet apart, one day in the year, 
afrer an extraordinary manner, co medl1- 
ace} and muſe, and think on his Love in 
redeeming her frem the hands of all her 
Enemies ; for ſo indeed che holy Prieſt 
Zacharias tells us, in his Song called 


IBenediftus, That this was the main End - 


ofour Redemption, Luk, 1. 74, that 
we being delivered out of the hands of our 
Enemies, might ſerve him without fear, 
in holineſs and righteonfneſs, all the daies 
f our Life: 0 "9 Linfer > That 


it 
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If we muſt ſerye him all the daies of our 
lifez. as he may juſtly challenge and re- 
quire It .at our hands, in regard he hath 
redeemed us, How much more ovght 
Weto meditare on his Love, not onely 
once a week, bur alſo once inevery year 
praiſe his moſt Holy Name afrer a more 
ſpectall and fingalar manner ? For at 
this time eſpecially and parcicularly, it 
may be (aid of Him, as the Pſ{almiſt doth 
Pſal. 111, g,. He ſent Redemption unto 
hw. People; He hath commanded his Co- 
wvenant for ever, holy and reverend js Hu 
Name, | = 

. But, 1n your ſecond Reaſon, you (ay 


forit: Well, be it ſo as you lay, yer | 
dare ſay, that you ſay it, nor ſo much out 


of your Ignorance, as through a miſcor | 


firuQion. and.finifter Interpretation of 
that which you -have both heard and 
readconcerning this thing : Wherefore 
foranſwering you, firſt, Hec tibs inne- 


teſcere velimus , . we do you to wit, of 


won!d have you to know and under: 


ſtand, Thar albeit che gray-headed An 
riquity and Anthoriry of our dear Mo. 
ther, the Church of Ezglaxd, andthe] 


gniform Diſcipline wich Us eſtabliſhed, 
| | for 
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for ſome Centuries of years , making 
and conſiicuting it an antient and lauda- 
ble Order, and generally approved Cu- 


tome, may be a ſufficient Plea, Argu- 


ment and Y Yarrant to perſwade you, or 
any other rational man to content and 
conforme unto it ; for whar ſaith grave 
St, Auftin, He that will have God to 
be his Farther , muſt acknewledee the 


Church of God for his Mother : and 


then, letevery Member of this Church 


remember char good and wholeſome 
adviceof Solomon's, Prov, 11,9, My 
Son, hear thy Fathers Initruftiou, and 


forſakg not thy Mothers teaching : For 


St. eA#frn tells us in his Epiti. 118, 
Extreme eft dementia ſeu inſolentis in- 
ſanie, ea negligere & repudiare que tota 
obſervat eocleſia, It is extream folly, 


and inſolent madneffe te neg[eHt and re- 


tuſe, ro obſerve thole things which the 
whole Church (whereof we are born 
Members) doth obſerve; yer for your 
berter ſatisfaRion herein, I hive a de- 


fire and purpoſe.co bring in a few Argu- 


ments, which perhaps may be rhovehc 


1 by ſome tobe as good, and frong, and 
- forcible for the keeping of this Day, as 
'any you have hith:rro urecd, or mav 


E 3 hereafte” 
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hereafter deviſe and produce, ogainſk 


Its 


The firſt chat T ſhall propound and 


preſent to your quainr and curious and 
ſupercilious cenſure, or to your Aulſtere 
and Rigid conſideration, ſhall be che 
Legality and lawfulneſs of Ordering 
and Ordaining,and ſetting apart of ſome 
dayes of publick Thankſgiving,and holy 
rez0ycing to the Lord for great Benefits, 
and publick Bleflings received; which, 


if chis day of Chriſt his Incarnation | 


and Mavifeſtarion in the fleſh, might be 
but ſet up andcelebrated amongſt the 
reſt as it deſervech, I am perſwaded it 
would contend and ftrive ſo for the Su- 


_ priority and Preheminence above the 


reſt, that it would eyen devour and 
ſwallow the reſi up, as eAarons Serpent 
did the Serpents of thoſe Egyprian Mar 
oicians and Przſtigiators ; or excell 
thern, and caſtthem down, as the Ark 
did Dagos ; or as the Image of Chriſt 
when 1t was 'placed by the Senacors at 


; Kowein the Capitol, threw down che 
Image of Jupiter, Mars, Mercary , and 


orhers of their feigned hearheniſh gods, 
28 Enſebins and Nicephorms reporc it fot 


exuth;] 
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crach ; andche Mev of chis Generation 
would {von condeſcend and yield to 
chis morion, and not deny nor gain-ay 
this reaſenable propoſition, if they were 
nor teQ much like _ thoſe blind -ard 
blinded Phariſees among the Jews,who 
were for the molt pare, cxlicer excolaus 
tes, & Camelnm degintientes, apr and 
inclined to firain at a Gnar,and ſwallow 
a Caramel, Math,23,24, For f it be 
lawful to give. God thayks for Corporal 
and Temporal Deliverances, How much 


| Wore for our Spirunal and Eternal Delt- 


verance by Chrift, from the thra/dome of 

fine and Sathan; Again, If ir (hall be 

chowghr, lawful and allowable co praiſe 

God for che ſpilling of blood, and de- * Kings 6. 
Groying of Mens lives, (which yer nci- 

cher che Prophert Eſpa, nor the Prophet 2 Chron. 
Oded would allow of;) hew much more 2. 8. 

then ſhall ir be lawfull and commenda- 

ble co prai'e the Lord for the ſpacing 

apd preſerving of Mens lives, and for 


the ſaving of their Son's, and freeing or 


delivering both cheir Bodiesand Souls 
from the everlaſting pains and tor- 
menrs of Death and Hell; For the So» 
of Mancame to ſeek and ſave that which 
was loſt, and God ſent nor his Son zntothe 
8 4 World, 
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- World, to condemn the World, but that 


the World through Him w1ght be ſaved, 
J oh. 3 . x T, : 


The ſecond Argument which I ſhall 
here ſer down: for the ſolemnity of this 
Day, I will make beld to borrow 
from the words of St. «Auſtin, which, I 
do not onely conjecture , but preſume, 
were Pceached and Delivered by him on 
che very Day; we find them recorded 
in his. Serm, 2, & 4. de tewpore ; Be- 


hold (faith he); all of us are bidden on | 
this Day toa Marriage, for Chriſt came 
out of the Vireins Womb, as 2 Bride-- 


orOOM OUL of his Chamber, rhe God- 
head was joyned unto the Fleſh,and the 
Fleſh unto the God-head, and rheſe rwo 
were coupled together ; :nd;afrer anin- 
effable manner, in an ineffible Marriage 
mide one, The marriage-Chamber was 
rhe Vireins Wemb; (which he abhorred 
not) our of which that Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, Chriſt Jeſus came in the day of 
his Birth, asa Bridegroom our of his 
Chamber 5 and asa firong man joyfull 
co run his race. For the 'Son of God » 
knowing that according to rhe eternall 


decree enacted 1 in the Courr of Heaven, | 


our 


a »« © ©«<X 


_ wa ww, 1 aic.n 
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our Salvation conld not be perfeRed be- 
fore he was Incarnate ; in the fulnefle of 
time, came down (ſealitg our Redemps 
tion) with rejoycing of Spirir, and ofad- 
nefſe of heart, exſuiring , criumphing, 
and preparing himſelf ro che dzfired 
work of his mediatorſhip. Lone had rhe 
Church waited and prayed for chis com- 
ing of Chrift in che fleſh: O would God 
thou worldeft burſt the Heavens, and 
come down: O that thou werſt as 5 my 


Brother, which ſucked the breaſt of my. 


Mother, partaking the ſame humane na- 


ture with me, T would find thee with- 
ont, here below on Earth, I would kiſſe 
thee, and familiarly intreat thee with- 
out the reproach of che World. Then 
I would lead thee, and bring thee into 
my Mothers houſe, though now I am 
penned up in the Straigh's of Judea, T 
would bring thee into the Light and 
Knowledge of the Univerſal Church ; 
whoſe Dauohrer I am ; and therefore 
he was worthily called deſideratus o- 
nium gentinum, the deſired of all Nitt- 
ons : but when he came, he came merily, 


wih nimblenzſs of Spirit, zeal of Piery; 


fervency of Love, as the Church "eſpying 


| bin; joyfully rcelares ic ; lc is the _ 
ka ® 
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Cant, 2,8, Of my well-beloved; Beho/d, be cometh 
+. leaping by the cMonnains, chipping by 
the Hills: eAMy well-beloved is FA «| 

Roe or Hart, He came flying on the Jo 

wings of che Wind, be ouvlcope Gabriel | hi 

the Archapgel, and came tothe Virgin | pl 

| before bim, by the Teſtimony of the | C, 
Luk, 1.37; Agel bim(elf: Hail Aer, full off 
| grace, the Lord is with thee. Behold, | 

' Gabriel lefc Chriſtin Heaven, but finds | ,, 

bim in che Womb: How ſo Yolavit& | 
prevelavit ſuper penuas veutorun, ie | of 

flew, and our-flew him on che wings of | jr 

the wind; he ſent his Meſſenger, but | 5 

(like «Abinoaz) got before him. Wall | þ; 

you ſee his Jumps > He leptfrom Hea» | y 

ven inte. the Womb, from the Womb | ,, 

rs the Manger, from the Mangertothe | x 

Croſſe, from the Crofle to the Grave, .| þ 

from the Grave to Heaven. againe | x 

from whence we look for, and expeR | 3 

his ſecond coming. David (ang of | 1 

Phl. 20. this his alacrity.; The King glad of thy | « 
ſtrength (O Lord) and exceeding joyfull | ( 
of thy Salvation, Quia verbums caro | 1 
falltnm ef, & habitavit in notis; be- | } 
c 

| 


cauſe (faich AvguFize on thoſe words), 
The Word was made fleſb, and duelt 
zn «9 the Day of ChriR's Nanviy- way 

is 
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his Day of Feſtivicy, his Birth Day was 
his Mitch Day, for then. his Mother 
Crowned him wich the Crown of his 
Jocarnation; which was the Day of 
his Eſpouſals, or the Day of rhe joy Aer 

ladneſs of his heart, 25 It is{o called, 

ant.3, T0, This is a greax Myſtery 
(aich Paul) , bur I ſpeak concerning 
Chriſt and che Church, &, fe dubre, 
magnum eFt pictatis my ſeariens ; And 
without controverſy great 1s tne Myſtery 
of godline(s ; How God was manitefied 
in the Fleſh, "juRified 1 in the Spirit, {een 
of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on inthe V Vorld, and received 
up in Glory;and He being thus aſcended 


and received up into Glory; for che * 
. Heaven muſtvteceive Him: (in regard of 


1 Tim. 3. 


his bodily preſence) untill the cimes of , 


refticutyon of all raings, faich Peter, Att. 
3,27, And thus, leaving his Spovle 
the Church as4 V Viddow, , as He bach 


enjoyned and Commanded her in the 


Goſpel co think upon his Love, and of- 
tentimes co rememb2r bim and his 

Death, eſpecially as often as ſhe receiv- 
eth the bleſſed Sacraments of his Body 
and Blood : So ſhe for her part thinks 


It IRECT NOL onely to Commernorare his 
Dcath, 
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Death, buc ſometimes, alſo eſpecially 
ence a year to Congratulate and Solace 
her ſelf 1n' remembrance of his Birth; 
Tbat happy and joyful Marriage day 
which was once Solemnized berwixt her 
and char great King of Glorie's Son, who 
now fitteth atthe right hand of his Fa: 
therin Heaven :' even as I have alfo ob+ 


ſerved it robe the faſhion and condition] 


of many good and honeſt Couples whilft 
they live on Earth together, to keep a 
ſolemn remembrance every year of cheir 
Wedding day, even untill cheir Dying 
day: So ſhould every goed Chriſtian 
and faithful Soul keep a due and perpe- 
tual remembrance of her Lovins Lord, 
and eracious Head and Husband, Chrit 
Jeſus. As it is reperredbf char famous 
©Artemſia, That to ſhew ber love'to 
her dead Husband CManſolws, ſhe took 
the aſhes of his Urne or Pitcher , and 
mingled chem with her Drink, and ſo 
intombed his dead Carkaſſe within her 


living Body: And it is ſaid of blefſed] 


Ignatizes after his Martyrdome , that 
theſe words were found written upon 
his heart (fo it were to be wiſhed that 


they were alſo ingraven and imprinted 
in Ours) Amor mens crucifix, my}| - 


L ove 
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Love Chriſt, Jeſus was crucified for me. 
But perhaps here you will objzeR,and ſay, 


that chis is Symbolice T heologia,and that 


Ic is not Argamentativa, (i.c.) that it is 
an Argumenc Rhetorical rather than 


& DialeRical, What ſay you then to 7 heo- 


logia miraculs confirmata : Which tin 


the third place I ſhall alleadge ; namely, 


the range accidents , and wonderful 
effets that happened at the Birth of 
Chrilt, or rather thoſe rare and fingular 
Miracles that were a@ed and done near 


abour the cime of his Nativity : For a 


little before, this was it that made a 


young Babe while he was yet in the 


Womb of his Mother to. Spring and 


this was it that made an old man that 
was dumb before, ro ſpeak,and to praiſe 


moved another old man, after he had 


| ſeen the Lord Chriſt co hold him in his 


arms, and deſire life no longer, He was 
ſo much raviſhed and overjoyed with 


the fighr of his Saviour, thar he preſenc- 


ly chanted ont Cantionem Cygneam, that 
ſwanne-like ſong, Lord , new it «ﬆ« 


 e»enghb, and I am abundantly ſatisfied 


be- 


$2 


Sprout, and leap therein for Joy; yea, Luk, 1.44 


the Lord witha ſong; andſay, Bleſſed Luke x, 6, 
be the Lord, &c, And this was it that $. 
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- becauſe chov haſt fulfilled *my deſire, in|] 


performing thy promiſe re me > that I 
{honld-notfes Deoth before I had ſeen 


© thy Son, 


To theſe we may add the apparition £ 


" of char oloridns'Starr which ſheved i] 7. 
'feifuncorhbe Wiſe men of che Eaft,abonr 
- the rime of his Nativiry: which was oor | 


av ordiwary Srarr, but extfaordinary and 


 miracaionſly creared at this rime , for 


this yery end and pnrpoſe, nor'onely t9 
henifte, bur ro dfenific and ſer forth the 


Math. 2. Birch of Chrift; for ſaid thzy, We heve 


ſeen his'Starr i the Eaſt, that 1s, the |* 
Starr which he hath newly made, to | 


_ +,,; reftifie unts the World, thar he's born, | 


Ic differed from ocher Sratrs in Place: 


attd Morion, mn Luftre and Brighenefſe, | 
Hee ftelka que ſolis retam vincit decore |" 


2:1 <a lnnemt, 4aith Proudentins of chis Starr; 


© Ir Hath anorher way then the way of che 


Starrs fron the Ealt co che South, from |"* 
Per [ia to Paleftina;it ap peared not "whed | 
orherStars appeared; I: ſhincd in the day, 
Ocher in che Nighe; it did appear & was 
hid,ic was hid and did appetr., It ſhew- 
ed it ſalf before they entred Jeruſalem, 
and hid ic ſelf while they wererhere: = 
0 
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ſo foen aSthey lefe Heredand the Ciry, 
«did (hew ic fe}f ; andwent right for« 
wards ina firaight coarſe towards Berks 


- [icher, no otherwife chen che Cloud and 
Pillar of fite went before the People of + 


Iſrael m their deparrare, and going onc 
of Eg ypc into Canaan: Ir kept not the 
ordinary courſe of the Srarrs, nor any 
proper way, for it wentrhat way which 


the wiſe men would go, and whenthey . 


would Rand (1111, chenchat Rood Rl ; 
yea , it did not keep aloft like other 
ſtarrs, bur it deſcended to ſhew the 
Meſſiah : the MMefeah fo poor, (o baſe 
ind\ conemptible, Wherenpon it is 


Jihar Sts Anftincallerhit, ragmfice line 
' [284 cali, rhie ſiately tongue of heaven, 


appotnted by God, as: It were, to reveal 
and preach unto the wiſe men thatChriſt 
was that Starr of Jaced, prophefied of 
by Balaam, Numb. 24, 17. that he 
was Stella ia ſplendida & matutina;that 
brighe Morning Srarr, Revel, 22, 16, 


[and chat he was Oriens ab alto, thar day* 
[ſpring from high, chat came to viſie us, 


and ro give light ro them -thar fit in 
darknefs, and in the ſhadow of death, to 
mide our feet in the way of Peace, as 
that holy-Prieft Zacharias telleth us 
b - | com- 


— 


7 


Mark, 16. 
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two, (which are no more ſtrange then 


the People of our Nation, and our own 
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comfortably in .his ſong, Lake 1,75, 
Wherefore; as. the Roman. Orator 
ſpeak:; ſo will There ſay, Nibil horum 
era vultecg, moverunt? and as the Ro- 
man Poec elegantly, Quid ſatis et, þ 
Roma parum 2 ſo will Ibe bold hereto 
ſpeak it, Q#1d ſets erit iti cu non ſuf. 
cient iſta> If theſe things will not 
terveto convince you, 1 know nor what 
will > For, if either the VVord, vor 
Miracles; northe VVoerd confirmed by 
Miracles,'will prevail and work upon us 
co make us believe; then I ſay, as it isin 
che'16:of Lake ar the latt verſe, If the 
hear not Moſes 4nd the Prophets, neither 
will they be perſwaded, theugh one roſe 
from the dead © Yet, willingly would 
1 add here one ſtrange thing more or 


rrue) as a Corollaryand Appendix to 
the former; which thongh they were 
nor Synchroniſms , or things Contem- 
poraneous with the Birth of Chrift, yet 


Councrymen can witnefſe them co be 
rrue, as Irelate them ; The firſt 1s the 
Thorne at Gla#enbury in Sommerſct- 
ſhire, which was commonly called Jo- 


ſeph's Thorne 3 which for many hun 


dred 
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dred years rogether, even (as Itisto be 
thought) fince the firſt arriving of fo- 
ſeph of «Arimathea thete, which was 
within five years after the Death and 
Reſurreftion of the Lord Jeſus, (as 
that amcient Hiſtorian of our Nation,the 
Golden-monthed Gi/das reporteth ) 
chis Thorne conſtantly budded and 
ſhewed forch its green leaves; fair, freſh 
and flouriſhing on this Day every year, 
to the great admiration of all SpeCta- 
rors that came of purpoſe to beholdir; 
and this was no other then a Miracle, 
and may ſerve for onr confirmation in 
the faich of Him, who, for our ſakes 
was contented ro wear (Coronem Spi- 
neam) a Crown of Thornes : Or it may 
well be ſuppoſed, that ir lovriſhed on 
this Day, to teſtifie the. cruth of his 
Natiyity, and to fignifie the flouriſhing 
Eſtate of the Goipel by Him), which 
ſhall proſper and flouriſh, mavger the 
head and hatred of al! Gain- ſayers, And 
alchough chisThorne be now,as they ſay, 

cor down by ſome ſpightful and malig- 
nant Zoilys; yet, tho'e ſufficienc wen 
of our parts, who, with their eyes have 


| ſeen it,and b:held ic, will Gill ralk of ir, 


andrell irro their Children, rot for - 
ol 
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old Wives Fable, but for truth; and one 
Gencleman among the reſt of good rank 
and quality in theſe Parts (who is a 
man weil affe&ed and devored to the 
power and puriry of Religion) for that 
Thorn's ſake, having ſeen 1t, doth 
ftriRiy, and carefully, and conſcionably 
keep this Day, and 1s reſolved to ob- 
ſerve and keep ir {o long as he liverh, 
Tone ocher rare and (trange thing, are 
the three pitcs of Durham, commonly 


called Heli-kertles » which are adjoy- 


ning near unto Darlington , whole Wa- 
rers are ſomewhat warm ; theſe are 
rhought to come of an Earth-quake, 
which happened in che year of Grace, 
I 179, whereof the Chronicle of Ti- 
wonurh makerh mention, whole record 
15 this ; That on Chritimasday at Oren. 
Hall, in the Territories of Darlingeon, 
wichin the Counry of Durham, the 
2ronnd heaved alofr, like unto a high 
Tawer, and {o continued all that day, 
as ir were unmoveable , unrill rhe eve- 
ning. and then fell with (ſo horrible a 


nolle,chat ic made rhe Neighbourbood- 


divellers much zfraid, and the Earth 
Ivallowed ir up, and made in the ſame 
place three deep pics , which are there 

[@ 
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co be ſeen fora Teltimony unto this 
Day. Hete then we may apply that 
of the Pialmiſt, and fay, Tremble thew 
Earth at the preſence of the Lord, at the 
preſence of the God of Jacob, which ture 
ned the hard Rock into a ſtanding Wa- 
ter, andthe flint tone into a ſpringing 
#ell, Pal. 114, 7,8. Butwhiltl am 
cellivg you a ttory of a Thorn:-Tree, 
and ot deep pits of Warer, you bring 
me into another difficult and thorny 
queliton, and plunge me, as it were, in 
a deep Pit of nas plus, or ml ultra; and 
into fuch a quickiand and quag- mire of 
troubleſome mediration, that I (hall 
haroly get out of it; the Qnery 1s this 
ninth tollowing, 


Anſwer to the nmth Argament, 


The ninth Argument is chis , /f 


an impoſſibility to keep it, and God never 


wade an impoſſibility a Duty : and, that 
to m4n in the World knoweth certainly 
what day (hriſt was born on, | 


To this I anſwer, although I firſt in- 
oenuoafly confeſſe, according to thar 
Adage, Davus ſum ego, non OEdipu : 

F 2 For 
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ſor it is true which Chyyſoftome ſaith, 
Preſtat proba ignoratione detiners quan 
falſa opinione mancipari, Itis calier to 
plow1nthe plain, then in the ground 
new-(tocked ; better to write on a pa- 
per free from writing ,: than on that 
which is full of lines; and more eaſie 
to reach the imple, then him that 1s 
opinionated of his own- knowledge: 
Better 1t is for a man, and more com- 
mendable to confeſs a little iznorance; 
then ro boaſt of roo much knowledge; 
wherefore , as Bezaon that place in 


1Cor, Ut, 16, For this Cauſe ought the 


Woman to have power on her head, be- 


cauſe of the Angels gives no ether note 


but this, Qaid hee fit , nondum mih 
liquet , wherein. he confefſeth, he 
did nor underfiand , as yet, vhat the 
Apolile meant by theſe words: So it we 
ſhould here yield and acknowledge that 
we do nt certainly know what day 
Chrift was born on : yet, As a late Start- 


gazing Speculator takes upon him in|. 


his Almanack,. to define the year of 


ho» XY kk. Am xXx Ra '«a W_ 


Chriſt his coming to Jadement, but]. 
dare rior preciiely ſer down the day and] ; 


bour -of h:s coming; So perhaps w 
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ro calculate and diſcover unto you the 


_year when our Sayiour Chriſt was born, 
if nor the day. And for this 1 ſhall re- 


ferr you co the Rhemilts Marginal 
note on the ſecen ) of Luke, which re- 
ports unto us that 1a the year from the 
Creation of the World 3199 , frem 
Noah's floyd 2957 z from the Nati- 
vity of «Abraham 2015, from Moſes 
andth2 coming forth of the People of 
Iſrael our of Egypt 1516, from David 
anointed King 1032, from the firſt 
Olympia; 8oo, irom rhe building of 
Rome 752, Hebdomada 63, according 


 torhe prophecy of Damel (c. g.) thar 


15 in the year 440, or thereabour ; in 
the fixrhag2 of the World, whenthe:e 
was univerſal Peace in all che World : 
the e:ernal God, and ſon of the erernal 
Father, meaning to Conlecrate and 
SanQifie che World with his moſt bleſſ- 
ed coming, being conceived of the 
Holy Gho!t nine Months afrer h s Con- 
ception ; Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God 
is born in Bethlehem of Juda. in the 


' year of Caeſar Auguitus 42 (HKſuard in 


the Marcyrol)* December 25.according 


tothe common ancient ſuppuration. Bu: 
1r may be,y ou will objeR 2gainſt this, & 
-3 


becauic 


* And the: 
why ſhou!d. 
Fat the 25, 
of Deccm, 
be as ſo- 
lemnly ob- 
ſerved, and 
kept,as ihe 

5 of Nov, 


60 


HB.Wolphit 
Chronol. 
lb.2.p.1. 
P97 2. 


Newly Broken, 
becauſe it comes from the Rhemiſfls, 
you will miſlike it, and diſdainit; yer 
nevertheleſs (I ſay) becauſe ir 1s nor 
thwarted nor contradicted by Calvin, 
nor Bez.#, nor Fulke, nor any other of 
our late Proteſtant Writers; 1 ſee no 
juſt Cauſe or Reaſon why we ſhould re- 
}e& ir, bur rather receive ir, Fide hifto- 
7464, and believe itfor- truch, as 1t is 
taichfully and exaCtly related by them 
for 2 ſufficient Author, and ancient 
Chronologer, or Reporter of tha: which 
was nothing elſe bura true tory, and 
cannot be denyed or diſproved; yer, put 
the Caſe here that we neither do, nor 
cannot certainly know the Day where- 
on Chriſt was born, therefore ſhall ic 
be choughr a thing impoſlible co keep 
1: ? Then by che ſame: Rule and Reaſon, 
you may as well ſay, Ic is impoſſible ro 
keep the Sabbarh day: For the Com- 
mandement dorh not fay, rememberro 


keep holy the ſevench day, next follow- | 


ing the fixth day of the Creation , or 
rhis or that ſevench day; bur indefinire- 
ly, remember that rhou keep ho!y a e- 
venth day, And to ſpeak propzrly,as we 
take a day for the diliintion of time, 
called eicher a day natural conſiſting of 

rwenty 
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riventy four hours; ora day artificial 


confifting of twelve hours, trom Sun- 
riſing to Sun-ſ#tring : and withall con- 
lider the Sys (ianding (ll at noon 10 
Joſhua's time the ſpace of a whole day, 
and the ſame going back ten degrees 
(viz, five hours, almelt half an or 1f- 
cial Day) in Ezekzas time ; the Jews 
themſelves ceuld nor keep this Sabbuch 
upon that preciſe and uſt difinton of 
time,called at che firſt, The ſeventh day 
from the Creation ; therefore 1n ſuch 
cifficule and doubtful Caſes, the beſt 
way 15 to be ordered and guided, and 
reſolved by che Judemenr and Diſci- 
plinz and Dire&ion of che Church 
wherein we live : for ſhe 1s our Mother, 
ſaith Calvin, fora\much as there is no 
other encry into life, unleſs ſhe con- 
ceive us in her Womb, unleſs ſhe bring 
us forth, unleſs ſhe feed vs with her 
Breats, and keep us under her Cuſtody 


and Governance, untill fvch rime as 


being unclothed of mortal fleſh, we 
ſhall be [ike unco Angels, Again in his 
Lib.4, Cap.to, Sett, 3o. He ſaith cf 
the Church and Church- Ordinances, 
tho: 1n outward diſcipline and Cere- 
monies, the will of God was not to 


E 4 pre- 


Lib. Infiir, 
4.C.1 Ser. 
4. 
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preſcribe each thing particularly what 
we ought to follow, becauſe he foreſaw 
chis to hang upon the Stare of times, 
and did not think one form to be firfor 
all Ages) herein we muſt fly co thoſe 


_ eeneral Rules which he hath given, that 
chereby all thoſe rhings' ſhould be try- 


ed, which the neceflity of che-Church 
ſhall require ro be commanded for or- 
der and comelineſs, And foraſmuch as 


he hath therefore rtavght nothing ex- 
 prefly, becauſe theſe chings both are 
not neceſſary to Salvation, andaccor-- 


dirg to the manners of exery Nation 
ani Age, ovght diverſly to be applyed 


.to the edifying of the Church; there- 


fore as the profit of the Church ſhall re- 


quire, though ir might be thought | 


conventent as well to change and abro- 
oare thoſe that be uſed, as toinſticure 
new : yer, I grant itindeed, and muſt 
needs confeſſe it, That we ought nor 
raſhly.noroft, nor for leight and crivial 
Canſes corun to Innovarion, but what 


| may hurc or edifie, Charity ſhall beſt 


b: judge: which if we will ſufferto be 
th2 Governelis, all ſhall be ſafe. And 
in the next Se&ion art the larter.end 
thereof; Ir 1s al;vayes meet, ſaith be, 


for 
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N, ewly By oken, 
for the publike worſhip and ſervice of 


God, thar there be both cercain dayes 
and appointed honrs, anda place fit ro 


receive all, if there be regard had of 
the preſervation ef peace, For how 
great an occaſion ef ſcandal, brawling, 
and contention ſhonld the confuſt- 
on of rheſe thipgs be, if it were law- 
full for every man as he lifteth ro 
change choſe chings which belong 10 
common State; foraſmuch ag it will 
never come to paſs that ene and rhe 


- [me thivg ſhall pleaſe all Men, (ir be- 


Ing an old and true ſaying, difficrllimun 
oft omnibus placere) if things be left (as 
it were)ar rapdome, and in the middeſt 
to the choice of every Manto do- what 
he pleaſeth, co have a Plalm, and a Do- 
arine, and a Revelation, and an Inter- 
pretation by himſelf, as the Apoltle 
ſpeaketh with a kind of Indignation 
and Increpation of them rhat nſed it, 
t Cor,14.26, If any man therefore do 
Carp and Cavil againſt us, and herein 
Will be more wiſe then he ought, let 
bim ſee himſelf by » hat reaſon he can 
defend his'own preciſeneſs to the Lord. 


As for ns, That ſaying of Paw! ought 


to ſatisfie us; If any man ſeems to be 


Schiſmatical 
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Schiſmatical and contentious,we hate n 
ſuch uſe; we have no ſuch Cuſtome no 
the Churches of God, L Cor, IT, 16, 
Where we ray perceive thar that good 


Man and faichfal Paſtor of Gervevs, | * 


thoush he liked not the Maſfſe, yer ht 
preached Chriſt fincerely,: and maintab 


_ nedand defended his. Church, and lz- 


boured'by all means co preſerve, Tu: 
cam tia incouſutilem., his ſeamleſſe 
Coat to be without brack or breach,Se& 
or Schiſm, Rent or Divifon at all ; but 
Gill ro continue pure and undetiled 
without fpac or wrinkle, or any ſveh 
thing, Iwill then cenclude and ſhut 
upthis paſſage with the witty Sentences 
of St, eAuftin, Contra rationems nem 
fabriz, contra Scripturas nems Chriftia- 
218, Contra eccleſianm;nene pacificius ſen: 
fer, Andit we will be che Children 
of the Church, as we profeſie ont 
ſelves to be, then let us hearken what 
the wiſe man ſaith - Ecclus.3. 1. The 
Children of wiſdeme are the Church of 


the Righteons, and their exerciſe u Obe: 


dience and Love, © 


Anſwer 


| 


Newly Broken, 
| eAuſmerto theremth Argument. 


The words are heſe 4 obſerve, Ged 
bides things on parpoſe from #, to ſee 
whether wo wil do any things 01 or own 


beads, 


-% anſwer, This FORT is derived 
de profundy , and drawn or ferched 4b 
eenditi & ſecretis, *Tistrue, and we 
cannot much deny it ; For He hiderh,or 
concealerh from us, his Decree of Ele- 
ion, and final Dereli&ion or Repro- 


bation, becauſe he will bave Mercy on Rom, 9.18 


whom he will , and whom he will he 
hardnerh ; And this he doth, becauſe 
he would: not have ns like curious Beth- 


. | fhemnites to pry intothe Ark of his Se- 


crets, but rather to work out our own 
Salvation with fear and trembling , as 


the Apoſtle St, Paxl {peaks - md : as the Phil.2.12. 


orher Apotlle reacherh and exhorterh 


us, to giveall dilizence to make our 2Pct, 1.10. 


Calling and Election ſure. And-howw 18 
this to be underfiood> why; ſurely 
thus, if I be nor deceived; ſure tro God, 


I need no:, I cannor, the Foundation of ,Tim.2, 
God ſtands fure enough of it ſelf, and 19. 
the 


Judgment, from us, and reſerverh them 
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the Gifts and Calling of God are with: 
-out. Repencance, Row. IT, 29, (z,c,) 
Sine mwutatione Fabiliter fixa ſunt, ſaith 
Sr, eAnuſtin,. they are irrevocable, im- 
mutable, and unchangeable ; bur, Sure 
to my.own Soul, I may, I mult, by all 
means labour and endeavour ro make 
and effe&t ir, ot elſe this Precepr is in 
vain, of giving all dil:gence to make our 
Calling' and Election ſure, Secondly, 
He hidetb che hour of every parcicular 
man's death, and the day of the general 


1n the privace Cabinet of his own Fore: 
knowledeeſhip ; For it is yorfor usco 
know the times and the Seaſons which 


the Father hath reſerved in his own]. 


Power : And this he doth for this very 
end, as an ancienr Father of che Primi: 
tive Church harh cold us troly and eſpe: 
cially, 1ded latet ultinns dies, wt obſer- 
verar ours dies, Itisto make us careful 
and watchful, every day and hour , of 
that lai day and hour, Omnem crede di- 
em,&c, And doth nor our Saviour him- 
ſelf cell ns as much,and forwarn ns, both 
In the 24, and 25, Chapter of St, Mat- 
thew's Goipel , Watch therefore, for ye 


neither know the day nor the hour where- 


ca —_—_ OmAn. Aa aa wv rem, yoo 
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the Son of man cometh ; But whereas 
you ſay that God hides things on pur- 
poſe from us, to ſee whether we will do 
any thing on our own heads, I perceive 
your meaning 1s , that God bath ſo hid- 
den and concealed the day of Chrift's 
Birth from vs, to try whether we will 
celebrare and obſerve it, or no, as both 
you and others of your Fracerniry have 
made the Compariſon, and vented and 
vaunced it inthe Pulpir, couching rh2 
body of Moſes, how God ſhould bury 
it Himſelf in ſome ſecret place,and keep 
It from the Knowledge of the Children 
of Iſrael , leſt they ſhould worſhip and 


"adore ir : So you would have the Re- 


membrance of this day to be buried for 
ever, and quite obliterated and forgot- 
ren, leſt we ſhould commir Idolatry to 
it, Now, touching the body of Moſes, 
we know it was buried by God, as ap- 
pzareth, Dext., 34,6. thit no man ſhould 
know where his Sepulchre was : There- 


fore.as learned Falk an(wereth the Rhe- 


»:ffs on the Epiſtle of Jude, at the 9th, 
verſe; It is like, the Altercation and 
Combar rhar is chere- mentioned to be 


| berwixt Michael the Atchangel and the 


Devil aboncit, was immediately _ 
rnac 
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chat time, when the Devil defired t9 
bave che Body of 2oſes dilcoveted;that 
ic might be abuſed co Idolatry; as it al- 
wates hath been the practiſe of Sathan 


. ro perſecure the Saints while they live, 
and to make Idols of their Bodies when 


they are dead, That ancient Father 
which wrote the Book De Mirabilibm 
Sacre Scripture, which goeth under the 
name of St, eAnugnſtine 116.1, cap, 35, 


wtiteth thns of the body of doſes ; For 


two Cauſes, as wiſe men ſay, No man 
was privy of his death,nor of his Sepul- 
chre; Firfit , That no man ſhovld ſee 
that face, which had ſhined through the 
fzmiliaricy of th2 Lord's Spzech nnto 
him , ſtricken down or dimmed with 
che heavinzſs of Dearb, And then Se- 
condly, leit che P-ople of /ſrael;it they 
had known where his Sepulcbre was, 
ſhould have adored ic. Wherefore, as 
molt men think , be c:rcied away with 
him the Rod wherewith he had done 
Wonders, left it ſhould bave bzen ado- 
red; ſeeing the Children of 1ſrael did 
afterwards adore the S:rpent which he 

made.  - 
But chere cannot be the ſame reaſon 
for the barying of Chr:#F's Birth-day, as 
Was 


Co 
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was for the burying of the Body of Afo- 
fes ; It is bata lame Simulirude, neicher 
can cbe Compariſon be zquiyaleur , or 


*Jany way co-incidenc or correſpondent ; 


for” Moſes was bura Servant, Chritt a 
Son; and the Servant abideth nor in the 


| JHouſe for ever , but che Son abideth e- 


vet, Joh.3.35. Moſes was a Type and 
Shadow,Chr:/t the Body and Subltance; 


Subſtance remaineth, Beſides this, the 


fone was but a Man, the ocher Godzeven 


God and Man ; and ſhall that be coun- 
ted Idolarry and Superſticion, which is 
a holy Worſhip, and devour Service 
performed tro the true God? So that 
Meſes muſt yield, ſubſcribe, and oive 
way to Chriſt; when he is preſent, the 


and leave the Bed which is fo (trait, thar 
it cannot hold cwo, to Chriit alone : 
For the Law came by Moſes, bu Chrift 
hath pur an end to the Law, and ſo 
Grace and Truth came by Jeſus (briſt, 
(1,e,) Joy, and Liberty, and Freedem, 
and ] aſiification, and Redemprien; for 
1the Son once ſhall make ns free , we 
{ball be free indeed, For there Is a 
oreat eAwnheſis, even a great deal of 
diſtance 


the Shadow vanifheth,bur che Body and 


Law mult depart out of the Conſcience, 14.28, 20. 


Joh.x, 16. 
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diſtance and difference, betwixt Moſe: 
and:{brift, the Law and the Goſpel; the 
one being the miniftration of Death & 
Condemnacion : and the other the mi. 


niſtration of Righceouſneſle and Life e| 


cernal, 2 Cor. 3. And therefore I ſay 
co conclude this Poinc, that this day 1s 
not ſo hidden and ebſcured from ns, 
buc that the very dawning and breaking 
thereof isdiſcovered and deſcryed: For, 
did not the heavenly Herald proclaimir 


in the fields of Bethlcheps > and did no | 


the Shepherds find ir ro be true, that 
very day , according as the Angel -had 
told them > and ſhall we think: chat 
there were no Regiſters ner Records 
of 1t1n thar City wherein he was born} 
and did nor that Starr in che Eaſt, figni- 
fying this Day-Star from on high com- 
ing to viſit us ; did it not direaly point 
theWiſe-men to the place of his Birth? 


Yea, And Chrift himſelf rold the Jews | 


of this -his day, ſaying , Your Father 


* eAbraham rcjoyced to ice my day, and | 


he ſaw it and rejoyced : Hic Dies Do- 
mins mil aliad ſignificat quan Adven- 
tum Chrifti m carne, This day of Chrift 
( faith Beza, on that place in Jobs ) (ig- 
nifieth nothing elſe buc his firſt coming 

h - % ; 1] 
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in the Fleſh, which many Prophers 
and Kings deſired co have teen as well 
as eAbrahamns; for the Ieſſias is cal- 
led T he deſire of all Nations, Hag, 2, 8, 


of whom the Prophets enquired, \carch- 


ios when or what cime the Spirir,which 
was in them, ſhenld declare the Suffe- 
rinos which ſhould come to (hriſt,and 
che Glory! that (hould follow, 1 Per. 1. 
11, When Balaam bad prophecyed of 


| Chrif, T here ſhall come 4 Star ont of a+ 
cob, and 4 Scepter ſhall riſe out of lirael, 


Numb.24,17, he brake forth inco this 
Paffion; cAlaſs ! who ſhall live when 
God doth this > As if he ſhould have 
faid, Happy men are they J Who, ſhall 
ſee thar glorious Star,and Sun of Righ- 


| ceouſnels, comine our of hts Chamber 


F 
252 Bride-groom ; o1vins lighcto ſuch 


as$ fir in darkneſs, and i To the Shadow ef 
Death : Oh chac chou wouldeſt break 
the Heavens and come down, ſaid the 
Prophet, 1{4.64. 1, Good old Simeon 
looked Jong for this day , and with an 


earneſt defire waited for the conſolati- 


on of {ſrael: So did alfo Joſeph of Ari- 
mathea, that honourable Counſellor 8 
oreat Friend and Well-wiſher to Chriſt, 


De he alſo himſelf was one of chem who 


G waited 


F og 
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waited for the Kingdom of God, Lzk, 
23, 51, So did that ancient and reve*- 
rend Father St, cAnguſtine, of whom 
ic is reported that he wiſhed he might 
have ſeenthree things eſpecially, Rome 
in her Glory, Paw inthe Pulpic, and 
Chrift inthe Fleſh. Itthe Queenof 
Sheba reputed the Servants of So/omox 
bappy, for thar, atrendivg about his 
Throne, they heard his. Wiſdom dif- 
courling of Prees,. from the Cedar that 
1s in Lehanon, everunto the Hyſlop 
chat ſpi1geth onr of the Wall 2 How 
bleſſed and: bappy. then may we think 


_ were the Diſciples of Chr:ZF, in heating 


a greater thin Solomen, Aath,1 2,4, and 
in ſeeing him. who was fairer than the 
Sons of Men, Pſal.,45.3. and.in whom 
alſoare hid all che Treaſures of \itl- 


| domand Knowledee, Colsf,2.3, 


Anſwer tothe elevemh eArgument,; 


In the Eleventh ObjeKion youſay, 
It hath not beenthe Praftiſe of Chriftiax 
- _—_ to obſerve the Birth-asy of 
rift, | 


To 


yr $2- . 
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_ Tothis I fay,you deſerve a ſharp re- 
}:&ion, and a ſerious and ſevere repre- 
hbenfion, For it is a meer falſhood, and 

a grofle and manifeſt untrach ; and I 
wonder that a. man of your account; 
Connrenance and gravity, ſhould ſuffer 

ſuch an nnjuflifiable thing, to fall ei» 
ther from your rongue or pen; for I 
fay,corrarinm hnjws argument: ef ve- 

rum, &, credat Judens Apella, non ego, 
believe ic who will,for I cannot orher- 

wite be perſwaded, but you ſpeak herein 

that which is contrary to truth : for,be- 
fidescharitis well known among che 
Learned, eſpecially by theſe who are 
converſant im the large Volumes, and 
accurate writings of the Ancient Fa- 
therss. Ic hath been che annuall and 
conſtant Pratice of the Primitive 
Churchro obſerve ir; eſpecially.in the 
time, and ſince the time of Confantine , | 
che Grear;zwho gave peace to the Chucch ,,; xpR, 
and commanded: this Feſtivall . rime eap. 7. 
among divers others to be obſerved. 
Witrefle Angnſt. cron,eAtmant, c, 16, 

I18, Epift. and in divers of his Ser- 


cond and foutch Sermon de 7 empore. 
Witnefſe Fnlgentine dr dup, Nat. Chri- 
G 3 ſti, 


_— 


| 


A- Box of\ Spikenard, 
#3, witnefle Ambroſe de Incarnat,; Do» 
mms, Witnefſe Bernard in his firſt: Ser- 
mon-in Nat, Demi. For that ingenu- 
ous and Religious man , that witty and 
(z2diy Father cf the Primitive Church, 
preaching on this day, in that his farlt 
S2rmmon, and towards rhe latter end of 
i”, uttered thzſe words, and ſaid, Brev:- 
ras temporits cogit me contrahere & co= 
arltare Sermonem meum , the (hortnels 


of rle time conltraineth me to. ſhorten 


my Sermon, at this time; & xe cui ve« 
Strum fit mirum, fi brevis eſſe: labors, 
Let nene (quoth he) wonder if my words 
be ſhort, ſeeing on this day, God the Fa- 
ther hath abbreviated his own Word: For 
whereas it: was fo long and ſo large, 
that irfilled Heaven and Earth ( Jer, 23, 
2.4, ) it was on this day ſo ſhorr, rhar- 1r 
was laid'in.a Manger: I'wiſh here un- 
fainedly, With the ſame devont Bernard 
in his Sermon m Natalem Dowmi, that 
as cheWord was made fle(h;ſo our fiony 
Hearrs may be made fleſh alſo; rhat we 
mightalwayes medicare on his Sacred 
Mecfſge, and his Heavenly Goſpell : 
Unto youths day u born, in the City of 
Duvid, 4 Saviour which « Chrift the 
LZ97d: For all our ſound comfort Rtands 

1n 
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in happineſſe, and all our happineſſe 1s 


1n the Fellowſhip and--Communion 


with God, andall our -Felloathip and 
Communion with God, is by jeſw 
Chri#t, for ſo that 900d Divine St, Fehr 
cells us in-his I Epiſt, Cap, 2, 3, Where- 
fore allo, St, eAufin vieth a molt ex- 
cellent*acciamation, ro his purpole, 
in his ninth Sermon de Tempore, which 
aSit Is probable, he aiſo pre-ched on 
this day, 6 beatum vagitum Infantul; be- 


| -tz, oh the bleſſed crying of a bleſſed 


babe, by which every faichfull ſervanc 
and Son of God), eſcapecb eternal how- 
lings in Hell; 0 ſplendiduam & Gloria- 
ſum preſepe) 'Oh'famous and elorious 
Manger, in which our Souls Manna lay.% 


$ ders The G#i5> the bread of life that, 


came down trem Heaven, on which if a 
man once; &c, 0 quan dites ſunt panni.. 
tw:! Oh how Rich and 'Honourable 
re the rags which have made plaitters 
for our ſores, even for our fins! I wall. 
ſhur np this paſſaove with a Hymn of, 
Prudentiias E 


-* Abel corpus ſumpſit immortalit as,,, 
Ut dam caducum portat eternus deus, - 


Tranſire noftrum ep tad cmleftia. ..” 


An} 
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' And what ſay you now to theſe things 


before ſaid > Can they nor yer perſiv 

you to yield, that ic was the praiſe of 
Chritian Churches in Ancient rimes 
to obſerve ic Yer pur the caſe, or ſup- 
poſe ir was not; you cannot, yea, I 
hope you will not deny, bur it hath 
bzen the pra@ile of theſe our Charches 


of Great Brittarn, I mean the Churches 


of England, Scotland, and Ireland, for 
divers C:ntnries, or hundreds of years 
ro obſerve it ; for they are both Chri- 
flian,and reformed Churches,and there- 
fore, nnleſf= you mean by Chriſtian 
Churches, the old Browniſts of eAm- 
fterdem, or the new Anabaptiſds, and 
<Antipedobaptifts of Evgland, and or 
therthe like proud and phanraſiicall, 
and Phariſaical Secaries, and Separa- 


tits chat are amongſt us, in theſe Giddy 


and unſerled rimes of ours, who think 
thzre 1s no crue Chriſtian Church, but 
what is of their chooſivg. planting, and 
ercaing; whoylike the Jews of old, cry 
Templum Domini, or like the Papiſts, 
who will have no Church ro be a true 


| Church, but cheir Church at Ryme;who 
fanT upon cheir Paptificaliow, ane are 


all 


£ 
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all forthe juſtification of cheir own O- 
pinion, ſaying as thoſe J=ſticiaries of 


old did, Eſay 65. 5. Stand by thy ſelf} 


or ſtand far off me, come not near me, for 


1 aw Holigr thenthos, &c, And here 1 


conld cell you a thing (which perhaps 


alſo you are not-1gnorant of ) that che 
Jace upſtart Seraphicall illuminated 
Independents, ( as it 1s commonly 
thought) are likely ro joftle and thra(t 
the proud, rigid, Fantaſticall, and Pha- 
riſaicall Presbyteriaxs our of their pla- 
ces, even asthey have cunninely ſnp- 
planted, and undermined the Reverend 
Biſhops, and their conformable Clergy 


ont of theirs, neque enim lex juſtior nila 


eft, Ogam necis artifices,&c,Indeed 1 ne- 
ver heard nor read of any Chriſtian 
Chntches, bur have obſerved this day; 


_ and therefore howſoevrer ſuch factions 


and Schiſmaricall Wild-prain'd Zelots 


of-onr time, refuſe to do it, and borh 


write and ſpeak againlt it, yet we know 
that all the Ancient Fachers of the Pri- ' 
mitive Church, did cejebrate it with 
ereat Solemnities, as Mr, Fiſher in tis 
Vindication of our Goſpell Feftivalls, 
bath wirtt'y obſerved in his fifch SeRi- 


| on, even Cyprian, Bafil, Nazinnzemr, 


G 4 Ambroſe, 


_ 


Leye Sun- 
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Ambroſe, Epiphaniua,, Jereme, Chryſo- 
ftome, Fulgentins, alledging ane produ- 
cing their very words, which they prea- 


ched on this cay,and proving. Withall, . 
punQua)ly plainly, and direRly, that 


It was the 25th day of December thar 
Chriſt was born on ; And further, to 
confute your palpable Errour,he tells us 
there, Thar the Churches of Helveria, 
Bohemia, Bremen, eAuſpurg, the Chur- 
ches of Savoy, Paland, Hnngary, ' Scot- 


land, France, and the Low-Conntries, do 


allow the Feaſis that bzJorg ro Chriſt, 
his Nativity, Circumciſion, Paſſion,&c, 
The Churches of Denmark, Sweden , 
and all o.-ber Latheran-Churches, do 
ſolemnly obſerve the Fea of che Nati- 
vity of Chriſt, and on char day uſe pro- 
per Hymos of Thankſgivins, made by 
e Martin Lat her himſeif; the Church 
of Geneva doth celebrate tbe day of his 
Narivity: wherefore(as be ſaith here for 


.a Concluſion) ſeeing we are cempaſſed 
_ abou: with ſo great a Cloud of Wit-; 


nefles, we mufi, according to the truth, 
affirm, That .the Celebration of this 
Feaſt, 1s covfirmed.by the judemenc of 


the Chriftian Church in all ages. So we 


conelnde againf} you,that your eleventh 
.  ** Aﬀeriion 
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adcnionis a meerfalſhood, and may, 
nifelt uncruch, and no more to be credi- 
ted or belizved, then rhat vain fancy, 
| andfond ſurmiſe of yours,. 1 mean the 
1] Fable and tory you cell vs of. in your 
| Saints Ret, rouching che raining down 
of Maxng, on the Leads of the Church 
At Bridgnorth when you, preached there; 
For ſome Gentlemen of worth io thoſe 
parts» have credibly-feported it..to. be 
nothing; elſethenthefe:ds of Hips and 
Hawes, | beins rhe excrements of Rocks 


and Jack-d fan, which they. there had 
voyded. ....: 


Anſa wer to the Twelfth Argument, 


"Therwelfth Argument iSthis, I all 
doubtfull Caſes, a Wiſe man eng be to go 
on the ſureſt ſide, and I am ſureitisno 
Sin not to keep it, QC, 


I Anſwer, in this Allegation you ſeen 
toplay the part of a W ile man ; butin 
my Opinion you are onely wiſe in your 
own conceit; for my part, this I am 
ſure-of ; Eir, in reſpe&tchar (hriſtmas :: 
day being the 'day of our. Lords  Nati- 
"iy: isthe Lords Gay, and by his( _ Cant. 4. 9* 
che | 
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the-Chutchis ſer a part co Gods publick | 


wotſhip, and our Sonls edification, 
cherefore it ovghc clearly to be eflee- 


med aboveany other of the common | - 


Week dayes, And for people on chis 
day, willfully and contemptnoully, to 
follow their ordinary (rhough ar erber 
times lawful!) vocations, or Calling, 
is jn the firſt place,a breach of the fourth 
Commantement, for the day of Chrifts 
Nativity, is a Sabboth or Reft co the 
Lord, and God will have us to keep ho- 


ly the Sabberh or Reft-day. Next, itis | 


Perk. caſes 2 deſpiling, and diſhonouring of cheir 
ef Conſc. Mother the Church, which, whoſoever 


l.1.c.5, 


SeR. 5, 


bt Co 1X4. 
40, 


are guilty of, not onely fin againſt the 
fifch Commandment, bur by our Savi- 
our himſelf, we are Injoyned to account 
all ſach as Revolters from rhe Chriſti- 
an fairh, Hearhen men, and Publicans, 


Math, 18, 17, Laftly, itis- a ground | 


and inler tothe violation of all order 
and deceney in Gods Service, which 


cure: and if to break Gods Commande- 
meats, ro contemn his Chnrches Anu-, 
rhoriry, ro become Hearhens and Pub- 
licans, andto overthrow all order and 
decency in Gods Services, be fins and 


Offences | 


| 


"I 


_ 


is expreſſely condemned in Holy Scrip- þ 


——__ as fakes aid. .þ.cco —— AY -— Ca 
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Offences toGad; Then myſt we con- 
clude, that fiot ro keep rs day, mnſt 
needs b2 a fin ; and that tro work, or fel- 


"low onr vocations on Chriſtmas da 


is a great and high offence, or indient- 
ty offered unto God, and bis. Chnrcb, 
And how then are you ſure it is no fin 
not to keep it, bat chat your erronions 
Conſcience tells yon ſo, and yer Is ir ſo 
nice and render ? on rhe orher fide you 
are not ſure,it is nobn to keep it; rhis 
Is the other part of your Pilemma, (for 


_ this is calledin the Schoo's Syleogiſmas 
' Cornutas , of Syllogifmus Croco m_— 


Well, fat verbums Sapierts ; If a wort 
ro the Wiſe may ſerve the rurn, then 
will I anſwer you in a word: for al 
chough yeu are periwad2d, 2nd ſnare in 
your tirong Conſcience, that irisno fin 


' not co keep tt; yet we,on the otaer fide, 
 Inonr weak Confciznczs, are perſwa- 


= i@ F - : . , 
dd, rh2: iri5a fin if w2 keep 1: not? 
And therefore if you remember, the 


 Apoſile's rule is, Lec por the firgnger 


Chriſtian deſpiſe che weaker, eſpecially 
in ſuch a Caſe as tis, Let nor him char 
eateth deſpiſe him thar earerh nor, and 
ler not him char -carech nor, judge him 
that eateth, for God hath received himz 

Who 


+> 
- 8y 


Rom. 23. 
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Who att thou then thar judgeſt another 
man's Servant? to his own Maſter he 
Nandeth or falleth, yea. he ſhall be 
holden up, | for God is able to make 
him ſand. One man eſfieemeth one 


day above another, another efleemerh' 


every day alike, Ler every. man be 
fally perſwaded in his own mind; he 
that regardeth a day regardeth it unto 
the Lord , and he that regardeth not 
oe day, to the Lord he doth not regard 

: He thar eaterh, earerh to the Lord, 


6 he oiverh God thavks 3 z and he that 


eaccth r nor, to the Lord he. eateth nor, 


and giverh God thanks 2 For none of | 


us livech to himſelf, and no man 1 dycth 


co himſelf, for the Kingdom of God is 
not Meat and Drink, bur Righteouſneſs, 


and Peace,and Joy in the Holy.Ghoſt ; 
| and he thar intheſe chings ſerveth Chriſt, 
Is acceptable to God and approved of 
Men. Let us therefore follow after the 
the things which-make for peace , and 
things wherewitb we may edify another, 
for mear deſtroy no: che work of , God; 
: all chings indeed are pure, bur it is evil 
for char 1 man who eateth with Offence. 
Ic is 000d, neicher to cat Fieſh,/ nor to 
| drink Wine, nor any thing, whereby chy 
, / Brother 


—_—— 


— 
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made weak's - You fee how: wary the 


Apoſile is,ro adviic us in.and for things 


to-abule our Chriſtian Liberry , to the 
Scandal and . Offence of our weak Bre- 
thren, , 


Anſwer tothe thirteemh Argument. 


| ; Thechicceench Argument is , That 


this day ought not to be celebrated becauſe 


| there 15 more Sin committed in theſe 12 
. | dajes than is in all the year following, Vi%, 


in Drankenneſs, &c, 


Jaſt,are rhe leaſtand che weake(t of chem 
all, &rherefore I ſhal more eaſily anſwer 
them, & briefly concluge,To this 13th I 


that in it ſelf is lawful and 200d, cannor 
juſtly aboliſh or take away the lawful 
Uſe of ut; Forthe beit rhings chatever 
God created have been abuſed through 
Man's Cerruption ; even the —_—_— 

rea- 


Brother tuniblerh, or is 6ffended, or is: 


indifferent , mot to be offended one- 
[with anather, ' bur co uſe all good Chri- 
tian moderatign and diſcretion, & not. 


-- Oh Sir! This Argument and yeur 


ſay as I did before, The Abuſe of a thing, 
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Creature .18 fabje& unro Vanity . that "Þ 
13, to DeftraQgion, becaiſſe of Man's fin, |; 
Rems, 8.20, The holy Temple of out |, 
God harh been prophaned and defiled, | | 


and made. a den of Theeves, and z 
Cage of unclean Birds, and a very Sta, 
ble for Bxtbacous Souildiers Horſes to 
Lode in, in cheſe late uncivil Warrs 


the holy Sabbach ef onr Lord hath been | 


polluced, his Word and Sacramen:s abyu- 
ſed: Yea, becauſe the Scriptures are in 


| ſome places ſomervhar hard ro be un- 


iT, 4. | 


derfiood, therefore thoſe thar are un- 
teamed and onftable > do wreſt chem 
and pervert chem: co cheir own Deſt 


&ion, 2 Por, 3,16, And beeavſe &f |; 


nor peruſed > Becauſe. che good Crex | | 
tures of God are abuſed by ſome ungod- | }, 
ity and wicked Miſcreants , therefore | ; 
muſt che Crearnres. be refaſed, ſeeing | ; 


every Creature of God is good, antnbs. 
ching ought to-be refuſed, eſpecially if 
ie be received with chankfulneſs:' for it 


God, ang by prayer. The like my be 
faid of the SanQuary of oar God,) of the 
Sabbach and che Saciaments; for unrd 
che pure; allchivgs arepure; bur _ 

" _ them 


. 


i 


is ſan&ifiet unto u8by che Word of | 


Newly brokgn, - 


chem that are defiled and.upbelieving z 
is noching pure, bur even cheir minds 
[2nd conſciences are defiled, 7'itzs 1,1 5: 
j Bur yonafficm,and har peremprorily, 


thac there is more finne commirted 1n 


; | tbeſe Twelve Days,than 1n all the year 
Jifrer, in Drankenneſs and Glutrony : 
| and howare you inte of this > for ir is 

impoſſible that you ſhould prove this 


to be true, Can God be more diſho- 
noured in Twelve Days, than in twelve 
Monerhs > Aichough a bare Denyall 
mighc ſerve here for aſufficientaniwer? 
yer pur the cale rhat many men, being 


| at this time apr abd addicted, gene ſus © 
| w#daulpert, ro give way to their unbride- 


led lutts,. and difordered affeFions, in 
the free ule of God's Creatures, ſhould 
be exceſſive intheir Eating and Drinks 
Ing, and ſo exorbitant and extravagant 
in ocher vain Recrearions, and idle Ga« 
mipgs and. Paſtimes, that God may 
hereby be ſomewhat diſhovoured, and 
this bleſſed time of his Son's Nativity 
abuſed, men a liccle fofgerting the righe 
and. proper End wherfore at firſt ic was 
intticnced and ordained : Yer confider- 
Ing the many good, anderacious, and 
bounrifall Deeds, char —— 

cn 


*% 


Zac. 5.7, 
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been done atrhistime, the callant Ho- 
ſpicaliry, the free and generous Houſe. 


keeping, 'by our worthy, noble, andre-| 


nowned Gentlemen, and our rich, ho- 
neſt; able, and ſufficienr Yeomen, by 
relieving the Poor, helping Widows 
and Fathetleſs Children, cloithins the 
Naked,feeding the Hungry viſiting rhe 

icks and thote chat were In Priſons, 


Take bur a'Ballance,or a pair of Scales, 
and lay theſe Jen's 00d Almi-Deed;| 


and Works of Piety and Chatiry in one 
Seale, and pur the Evil Deeds that have 


been coinmitred in the orher Scale, andif 


Faire ſay the good deeds ſhall our- 


weigh the b1d, though they beas beary|ſ| 


as maſſe plumsbi, a Talent of Lead, 
And this which. 1 have here written, 
harh more” Probabilicy and likelyhood 
of cruth 11 1e,''than' char which'you af- 
firm; in ſaying there is more fin com- 


mitted in cheſe Twelve Days, chan in 
 allthe year af. er, Buryou trad ſpoken| 
more properly and rruly , -if you had 


faid, There are mote good Deeds done 
by ſome 900d minded and charirably 
diſpoſed Chriſtians , In theſe Twelve 


'Days;than i in all the year after, Yours 


is a a falle aſſertion, and @ groſs abſar'd 


g . =p BN . . * ” 
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afſeveration : and I verily think, char 
you vent it toskar and deterr men from 


.| | keeping any Chriftmas ar all , becauſe 


ſome ignorant, difloluce, and deboilt 
Fellows do (pend this time 1de'y and 
wamily in exceffive eating and drinking, 
ſfyoring ard revelling, &c. = 

Bur our pious Ancetto:s, of famous 
memory, were ſo addicted and devoted 
1d the Reverence, and religious Obſer= 
vation of this Time, that they ſpent ic 
ina ſober, civih, and careful manner, be- 
Ing thankful ro Ged, and rejoycing in 


| the Lord , for that ineffable and inztti- 


mable Benefic and Bleſſing which he 


| beRowed upon the World at this time; 


and therefore rhey were willing and 
contented, freely and cheerfully to patt 
wirh their goods , and inaparr them ro 
the poor, in plemifull manners And 
this they did for his ſake alone, who,be- 


1 ingrich , for their ſakes became poor, 
I] that ſo they, threvgh his Poyerty,might 


be made rich, as the Apoſtle elegantly 
expreſſerh ir, and ſerteth forch the 


Grace of our Lord Jeſms Chriff, ina 
' moſt ſweet, and gracious, and glorious 
' matiner, 2 Cor,3,9, Bur whete is our 
'Bouaty , or our a Where 
| ; > 
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1s our Charicy, Libecaliry,and Hoſpita- 


Iicy,inthelecold degenerate and Apolt- 
are rims > That witty Sayivg may 


- here be v.rifhed, How that ane handful | 
of ond Friendſhip, is better than an : 


an armful of ne Conrceſy, For all our 
Love and Charity, incheſe dates, 15 tur- 
ved inomoching elſe but meer verball 
and exe rmal. Complement , {6 true 1s 
tha: of the Aprltle;, 7 it, 1, 16, Men 
in theſe daies Profeſs rhat hey know 
God, .but by their works they deny 
im", and rberefere thzy are abormina- 
b'eand difob:dienc, and co every good 
__ reprobare, ; 


| Ar wer to the fourteenth Arcane, 
- The Fmeaath.i is this, God bt. ſeth 
Hi own day, the Sabbath, but hath not 
bleſſed vhs with ſucceſs, | 


In; his yorr w/t;mmn Refuginns, you 


chink- you have paid ic hom-, and hirc | 
-th- yeryNail op the head : Bur, Good | 


rSir,  Wbar.conld you.ſay,. If any. man 
; ſhould ask-you ». Why God. hach nor 


bleſſed this day ? For it hath been pro-. 


>vedy char chis day is qual and zqui- 


pollenc | 


cu— 4 


wo 


i} bY 
a wa Ci at; awd wu. 


herds of Be 
' Jou good tidings of great Joy ; ſo thar 
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ollent with the:'$abbath ; and.,jifhe hath 


blefled che on2, lo queftionleſs:he: hath 
{bleſſed che other,'and ſanRifyed ic, and 
Tet ir apart, for a holy Convocation,and 
"thapkiul Commemorationgof che Birch 

and: Nativity of his onely.: bz2etcen 
"Son; andrhat inthe 118 Pſ/a/m, may 
ficly and property:be.applyed unto it; - 


T his us the day which the Lord hath made, 
(i, e,) which the Lord hach magnifyed, 
and advanced; and finvled our, 'and tfe- 


leczd, for a: more peculiar. end and 


purpoſe than ocher ordinary dates of the 


year:alQs And this ; Jocerpre g;zon, of 


the Word, that plagye-1n the. 1. $S&x,1 2, 
5.6." doth. well.approve of, 'and allow 
Ic: This sthen.rhe. day: which che 
Lord. hath .made; yea, this'1s-che day 


wherein the Lord Himſelf.was made, 


ſaich Exfebins Emiſſenns, Therefore we 
wHl rejoyceand be glid inic.; Fear ot 
(ſaid the Angel .Gabriel ro thofe Shep- 

tbleber ) » for behold I bring 


here 200d Tidings do attend it, and 
oreat Joy doth accompany it , which 
ſhall be unco all People - for unto you 
is born chis day, inthe City of David, 
2 Sayiour , which is Chri# the Lord. 
H 2 And 


Ln. . 
j pa 


- 
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'Andtharthe Lord hath bleſſed this day 
with ſucceſs, rhegoodly fellowſhip'of 


the Prophets;and their hifmoniousanhu 
vhanimous conſents}, ſhall bear the 
witneſs,” Firſt, Thac Evangelical Pro- 
Unto usa Child is bern, unto us a Son 
isciven.; Dates ex-Divimtate, natas ex 
Virgim, faith Euſcbins Emiſſenm on 
the words, excellenely; In thar he is 
ſaid to be born, ir betokens his Man- 
hood ; in that he is faid co be given, it 
Genifies his Divine Nature : The Hy- 
folatical 'Unien of beth. doch make 
ore 2nd the ſame ©edyIpwire; , Of one 


| Immanidiel;(i.c,) Contwith us: The Go- 


vernwent i wpos ble froulder, bis Name 
ſhall be culled Wonderful Counſetlcr, the 
AfGghty God, the Eveiluſfting Father ghe 
Prince of Peace ; the: Inovanſe of bis Go« 
verument and Peace ſhuBlTieve none End, | 
he ſhall _ the Throne of David, and 
apon his Kingdom, te order it, andto 
effablifſþ it, with Jnagment and with Ju- 
ftice, from henceforth even for ever : 
The z-a! of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall per- 
form this, (i.e,) his fipgnlar Love and 
Catefor his EleR ſhall effe& ir, And 
doth not God bleſle this day then with 
ſucceſs? 
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ſnecefle > and. doch nor the. Princely 
Propher Devidallio fing of this Alacti- 
ty» and chant it to the Tune of his Harp 
and Viol , and ſer forth the happy and 
proſperous ſygceſle of this Day, and che 


Aonriſhing Eftace of che Chprchy by the 


Kingdom, :nd coming of Chriff in the 
Fleſh ? The Lord ſaid natomy Lord, 
Sit thou at my right hand wnt;h I makg 
thine Enemnes tpy Foot- ftool,in Mat,22. 

44. we tind that Chrift Himſelf giveth 
che Interpretation bereof, ard ſhewerh 
rhac this cannoc be properly applied un- 
to David, Dat ro Himſelf; and chis ap- 


-peareth by the words that follow in 


char Pſalga, The Lord ſhall ſend the Rod 


. ef thy Power out of Zion. For out of £1- 


on hath God appeared in perfeiÞ Beanty , 


' Pal. 50,2. Andfrom thenee, this Rod 


and this Power of bis ſhall ficer h forth 
it ſelf chronghoue all che World ; and 
this Power chiefly conſifteth and ttands 
eth ip the Preaching of his Word ; and 
by chis Rod, and'by this Sceprer of rhy 
Kingdom, which is a righr Scepter, be 
thong Ruler in rhe middeſt of thine E- 
nemies; thy People ſhall come willing- 
ly artherime of afſembiing thine Ar- 
my in holy þ:aoty. (z.e. ) by thy Word, 

H 3 wy 


NM. 


Pſal.110, 
I,2,3, 


2% 
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'<>y People fhall be afſembled into thy 
'Charch ; whoſe Increafethall be ſo'ab- 
'undanr; ſo plenriful, and ſowonderful 
as the: drops of the Dew of the Mor. 
ning; Foritis ſaid ,* The Yonth ef thy 
Womb ſhall be as the Morning. Dew ,*0r 
(as the ordthary Reading ot the Palm 
is), nth: Day of thy Power ſhall they 
offer the Free-will-Offerings with a 
Holy Worſhip; the Dew of thy Birth 


is of the Womb of the c Morning, 


Which howſoever ſome Interprer it of 
the Birthiof Chritt, yerJeunizs and Tre- 
»elins do underſtand it robe inxumera 
ha mnltitudo eleftorum que comparebit 


 ineccleſiitanquam ftillans r08 4 cels, & 


ſub auroram deplueus , That innumera- 
vie wultiende of the Ele&, which ſhall 
beas viſible and apparent, and as abun- 
danrt in the Church, as the dew which 


diftillech from Heaven,and lyerh on the 


face of the Earth in che morning ; as we 
know the EleR elſe-where in the Scrip- 


Gen.22.17 ture are compared to the Starrs of Hea- 


ven, andto the ſand which 1s upon rhe- 
Sea-ſhore for multitude ; the Propher- 
Haggas hath alſo forerold of thele 
things, ſpeaking of the peace, and plen- 
ty, and glory of the Church of God, 

| | that 


1 
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| That ſhould be by-the. Kingdome' and 


coming of Ghriits Thos faith che 
Lord of HoRts , iaith he, Yet a little 
while, and 1 will ſhake the Heavens and 
the Earth,andithe Sea, and the ary Land; 
and 1 will move all Nations, and the de- 


fire of all Nations ſhall come, and will 


fil ths Honſe with Glory, faith the 
Lord of Hofts: The deſire of all Nations 
ſhall come ; (i, e,) Chrift, tor in Him 
are all things that can be defired, and 
all Nations ought to look for; and de- 
fire Him ; and therefore 1n this ſenile He 


93 


is called Rex gentium, the King of Na 


tions, becauie all Nations ought: not 
onely ro ſezk and deſire Him, buraifo ro 
ſerve-Him and obey Him: And doth not 


_ alio thePropherZachariab ſay as much? 


For he prophefhed 'much abour che 
time as Hapggai did, and was ſent of che 
Lord cohelp bim in the labour, and ra 
confirm the ſame DoQtrine, even when 
the rim of che 7o years Caprivity,pro- 
phefied by Feremiab, was expired ; and 
b> patalle.e:h or compareth tha ti.ne 
of their deliverance from Captivity, to 
this happy cime of our ſpiricual delive- 
rance from the thraldome and Cpti- 
vity of Sin and Sathan ; ſaying, Zach. 

H 4 39, 9* 


Jer. 10,7. 
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9. 9» Rejoyce greatly O Daughter of 


= 


Zion; ſhout for joy a. of jJ 


ralalem 5 -Bebold, Thy King cometh 1k 
to "_ He t juſt, and having Saluatte 


. He is meek _aud lowly, Kiding upon 


an —_ 0G, and Hpon a Colt the foal of ant 
A (ſe. eAnd 1 will cut off the Chariat 
from Ephraim, andthe Horſe from Je- 
ruialem, and the Battle-bow (hall be cat 
off ; and He ſhall ſpeak peace unto the 
Heathen, and His Dommion ſhall be 
from Sea even to Seazand from the River 
(i, e, from the River Euphrates) even 
tothe Ends of the Earth, Here is ſuc- 
ceis enough, if we obſerve ity for His 
Dominion ſhall be from $ea to Sea, 
chat is, from the Red Sea, to the Sea 
called Syriacum : and by theſe places, 
which the ſews knew well enough, he 

meant an infinite ſpace and compaſs 
over the whole World. As for Thee alſo, 
(7, e. as for Thee Oh Daughter of Zn 
ani Daughter Feruſalem)by the bloed of 
my Covenant, (:, 6.) the blood of 
Chrift, Thou ſhalt be ſaved ; and by elig 
blood I have looſed,or I have ſent forth 
the Priſoners oat of the pit, (z, ce.) net 


_ the pitof purgatory, or Limbus patrums, 


as the Papiſts would have it n: — 
nt 


2 4 «© _m_ne odd as fwonoGcmrd 
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_ warfare is accompliſhed, (i,e.) That 


” _— 
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but ett of the bottomleſs picof Hell, 
wherein there is no warer ; (4 6.) no 
Comfort, no Cooling, no refreſhing ar 
alls fer rhey chat are there, are alwayes 
{corched and tormemed in th.ſe inter- 
nal, eternal, and unquenchable flames 
without any hope of eaſe or-end at all, 
a3 it, may appear by the confefſion of 
Dyves , Turnye then ro the firopg hoid, 
ye Priſoners of hope, even to Day do I 


declare thar I will render double un o 


Thee; that is, double Benefit, and 
proſpericy inreſpe& of that which your 
Fathers enjoyed, trom David's trme to 
the Captivity, as ſome L[nterpie: the 
place ; or, as others think,by - double in 
char place, may well be underfiood a 
double deliverance ; nor onely a Tem- 
poral and Corporal, but a Spiritual and 
Ecernal deliverance ; no: onely a delive- 
rance from 4090 years bondage in Egypt, 


. or from 70 years Captivity in Babylov, 


but from the everlaſting bondage, Cap» 
tivity,and Thraldome of Sin and Sathan. 
Wherefore 'comfort yz my Peop'e , 
dorh your God (ay by the mouth of the 
Propher Iſaiah, Speak ye comportably to 
Jeru'alem, and cry nnto Her, that Her 


te 


93. 
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che cime of Her affliction is ended,* and 


chat Her iniquicy is pardoned, for She - 


hach received of the Lord's hand. dous- 
ble for all her fins; (i. 8.) as tome under+ 
Rand ir ſufficient correRion for all Her 
fins, infinuacing that che Lord will affli& 
his People no more lo long, or ſo ſharp- 
ly, becauſe his Laving-kindneſs hath 
overcome his heavy diſplealure; fo 


"- faith Jerome and Calvingthe word | dou» 


Ifa.6r.9, 


ble} onghcto be rakzn for enough, or 
Full,as it is uſed byche ſame Propher,or 
as ſome interpret it, double grace for 
double grief; as Jeruſalem had a dou- 
ble puniſhment, one in her Soul, ano- 


 therin her Body ; ſonow;,ſhe ſhall have 


x Joh,2,2, 


by Chcitt a double bleſſing, v:z, in rhis 
World Collaction of grace, and in the 
World ro come poſſeſſion of glory : or 


2a double favour; Fir, in-rhat her cravail.' 


is ended; Secondiy, For that her fin 
1s pardoned : ordouble, that is, as Ya- 
rablig and Arculariu expound it, many 
benefits, a cerrain number being! pur 
for an uncertain, (which is an viuall 
Hebraiſm in the old Teftainent,) for the 
ſufferings of Chri(t are a ſufficient pro- 
piriation for all her fins, and for 'the 


fins of the whole World: yea, where 
fin 
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fin abounded, there grace ſuper-aboun- 
ded, ſaith Pazl, Kem.5. 26. For, that 
place in Eſay before alleadged, is, a di- 
rect prophetic concerning the coming 
of 'Chrift in rhe flcſh, and rhe bappy 
facceſs of this Day, as both duſculws 
and Hyperins and Calvin do expound its 
' and the coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh 
(you know) is the conſolation of /ſreel, 
_ and comfort of Jeruſalem, (tor (© it is 
called, Luke 2.25.) and this comfort the 
God of all. comfort will have proclai- 
med unto Jeraſa/em by the mouth of 
' all ns Prophers and Preachers, which 
have bin ſince the World began, andſa 
we find in holy Writ, that he (lirred up 
Daniel, Hagg ai, Malachi, Zachariah, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and other - (uncill 
rhe coming of Chriſt himſelf) who did 
alwayes exhort his People, to be of 
good chear, and to be of good comfort 
in the midi of all cheir afflitions and 
tribulations, and _—_ _ 
| hope, as our Father\ Abraham did - So 
Z a in his Hymn , openeth his — 
mouth. ſaying, Bleſſed bethe Lord God 
of Iſrael, for he hath Vifted and Re- 
deemed bis People, yayſing up the horn of 
| Saluatioa tinto us, as he ſpeak, by the 

| | moneh 
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aveuth of all bis Prophets, which have 
been ſince the World beg an;So St, Peter in 
his S2rmon, 4d populam,all the Prophets 
from Semnel, and thenceforth, as many 
have ſpoken, have likewiſe forerold of 
the(e diyer; and to Cornelis, that pious 
and famous Capiain of Caſaree, Afts 
Iv. 43+ To himeive all the Prophers 
wicneſs, 7 hat through his Name, all 
that believe in Aim ſhall receive rem:ſſion 
of /3:Now with what face can any man 

ſay,That God hathncr bleſſed this Day 
wich (uccefſe, ſeeing this Day bath pro- 
duced ſo many good & gracious «ffs, 

lorious wonders , and theſe not only 
tncbe Earth,buc alſo in the Heavens; for 
if wewill belieyeVexerable Bede, 't was (6, 
nato Domino, ſtelle dederunt Inmen un Cuſ- 
wair, & latate ſw; pliu namg, ſolits 
lux trunt ot cuns Jocunditate,qui fecit las, . 
gueſs fognis fic conclamantes, Hic eft domi- 
##s noſter 7 non eftamabitur alms: The 
Scaris at His Birth did ſhine more 
.. cleatly and chearfally then their cn- 
Rom was: becauſe cheir Maker was then 
born, ſeeming to cell us ; This is the 
Lord bur God, and we muſt look for 
nene other, Here me-thinke, alluding ro 
thar excellent ſayivg tn Zeb , I caonor 
chuſe bur argue andinferr upon it ; _ 
tac 
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the Starrs of the morning praiſe him, 
the Wiſe men of the Eaſt rejoyce . and 
{d- the Shepheards , and all the Chile 
dren of God (:.e.) the Anveis rejoyte 
and {ing> Job 35, 7, And why then 
ſhall we be dumb and filent ? and net bregh, 
forth into the like Exaltation, ſubjlariony 
and Rejojeing > And have we nata (bs 


rant ſo ro do, P{al.33.1. Rejoycr ii tbe. 


Lora, Oye Righteous, for 11: becomseth. 

the juft to be thankful ; Rejoyce in the 
Lerd alwayes, and: again 1 ſay Key, 
Phil. 4. 4+ Yea, let the heart of all ther 
rejoJce that ſervethe' Lord, Lec us then 


here a little correR our Selves andre - 


colle& our Spirits, as thoſe four lepraus 
mendid, who returned fromthe. ſpoyl 
of the Syrian-Camp; and ſay,We db nec 
well, This Day is a Day of good ty> 
dirgs, and ſhould we holdour. peace'> 
For mine own patt, lerche Leprofie :of 
thoſe men cleave uno my skin, if ite 
mor as joyful. a thing ro me ro-recard, 
and recount ztocom memorate and colt 
pratulate the honont and happinefiey 
and goed ſuccels of this Day; as ever. 
was © themco carry rhe happy news-of 
the flight of Aram: Rejoyce then 0 
ye Heavens, andbe glad'O Earth, for 

| on 


OO 


v4 
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on this Day Heaven and Earth were re- | 


concited, and Ged was made Man to 


make peace berween'God and Man: 


Rejoyce, O Grandfather Adams, for on 
chis Day, char firſt promiſe! made unrb 
_'theeconcerning Chriſt, began to be tal» 


filled ;} How ther rhe" ſerd of rhe Women | 


ſhonld break the Serpents head, Gen, 3, 
15. Rejoyce cares Abraham ; for on 
this \Day-in thy Sed All the Nations of 
the Exrth arc bleſſed, Gen.22.18, Re- 
Joyce;King D4v:d; for on vhis Day God 
hath of. the truicofrby Body,ſera King 
upon thy.Throne, Pſal, 132,11, Re- 
Joyce, ye Prophets: of rhe Lord ; for all 
your:prophecyes on this Day were ful- 
filled.” Rejoyce ye that are lick, for on 
this Day-the Phylitian of theW orld was 


. ©: Vewit de clo magnus Medicns, 


-Qus per totom #ub1g, Facchat apgrotns , 


faich St! Hu#in. Rejoyce ye Virging, ' 


for a'Virgin on chis Day brought forth 
'a 'Son'- 'Rejoyce ye Children, for on 
this Day che grear God became alittle 
Babes Lec all People Jews, and 
- Gentiles:; Bond and Free; Hieh and 
Low; Rich and Poor,one with another: 
Lerall rejoyce togerher, for that He 
Who wasin the beginning withour any 


2 
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beginning ; for He is that true Melches- 
zedeck, who is <xg0@ having veither 
beginning of Dajes , nor end of Life, 
H-b.7.3. And therefore in this ſenſe 
1s Styled an everlaſting Father , becauſe 14.9.6; 4 
he is che Author oferernity to all Crea- 


| cures, for that He who was inthe begin- 


nine, before all b:ginnings, and 1n a 


_ time when chere was no time meaſured 


or limited ont,..yet in. the fnlneſs of - 
cime was made of a Woman, and fvrap- 
ped in - Swadiins-Clothes ; for that He 


Gal.4.4. 


who 9 avy©, rye Word became [nfans Lake 2, T7« 


zn cunis vagiens, an-Infanc not abiero 
ſpeak one iyllable; fo-rhar Hz, who 
was God, did vouchſafe to become 
Deus nob;ſcum, God with us; yea, and 
ro dwell amongſt us, appearing 18 the 
ſhape of a Man, for as the Apoſtle ex- 


| ellently exprefſerh both his humiliari- phil, 2.7; 


on and exaltation, thus ſaying, /pſe ſeſe $,9,10,11: 
exinanivit (1,c,) as Theodore Beza neat- 
ly exponnderh it, Quaſi ex omm ſeipſum 
- »ihil redegit, oO 44 He that a firſt 
made all things of nothing, did afcer- 
wards make nothing. of Himſelf for 
Man's ſake, He made Himſelf of no 
Repucarion, and rook upon Him the 
form of a Servant, and was mad- _ 
1KE* 
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likenz&'of a Man; and being found- in 
fiaſhionofa Map, he humbled Himſelf, 
anq became obedient unto Death, even 
the Death-of che Croſs: Wherefore 
God ai(o hath highly exalted Him, and 
oiven Him a Name which is above eve- 
ry Naine » That at che Name of Jeſus 
every knze ſhould boy , of things in 
Heaven, of things in' Earth, and of 
things uader the Earth s and thar every 


ro'7gue thould confeſs char Jeſus Chrift 


is Lord roche glory of God the Father, 
To which Godrthe Father.,and God the 


Son, and God the Ho'y Ghoſt, three in 


ones and one inthree ; one imaorcall, 
3: vi6ble. indivifible, incomprehenble, 
and one onely everwiſe God; be-ren- 
dredand aſcribed (as of due belongeth) 


41 Honour and Glory, Power, and 


Praiſe, and Obedience, bath now and 
foreveſmore Amen, | 
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